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for it is not within probability that 
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3 himſelf, even I, on the preſent 
occaſion, am a living Witneſs; for 
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clear of the direct panegyrie, I have 
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one. Diſchiming the errors of others 
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the ſuperiority of our judgement. Vet. 
. ayaunt l thou ſhalt not impoſe 
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mit my ſelf. Candour is ever juſt, 
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"x to pity the very imperfections it it 
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which the unſuſpecting mind is thrown off 
F eee and <verrthe mot cautious, by 


due gradations, tempered into confidence. 


Having contrived in the early part of 

5 118 life to ingratiate himſelf with a y, 
flew thing, a notary public, he fo far con- 
tied, by a train of ſervices and ſervilities, 
10 hx his good opinion, that at length 
reſolved, as the great reward 
of all, to call him forth to the ſplendid 
dliſtinction of partner with bis maſter—In 
other words, as titles and dignities will 
bear their price, whether on this or that 
ide Femple- Bar, the laborious part of 
- #he buſineſs was laid with additional weight © 


; Ts on his ſhoulders, with only a We lender - 


Es addition to his: income. 


5 _ However my. father was nh too 1 
70. confine his views to the preſent mo- 
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endure. was a neceſſary, ſtep to command; 
And, as ſucceſs is an undeniable criterion - 
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Actions, not Machiavel himſelf could have 
determined more politically; for in a ſnort 
time after his advancement, by the parti- 
cipation of a city feaſt, his maſter was 
throw intd a ſurfeit; and, on his deceaſe, 
which was almoſt the immediate conſe-- 
| quence, my father found himſelf, beſides 
| the acquiſition of a handſome legacy, ſole 
proprietor in a capital office, and poſſeſſed 
of a ſufficient ſtock of reputation to puſh 
N forward to his heart $ deſire, 1 


But to return to the 1 periods of his 
life. A change of fortune generally pros. > 
duces a change of manners; no wonder 1 
therefore that my father, when contem- FS 
plating the till more important turns his af 
fairs were capable of, ſhould be inclinable ak 1 
uſe the means in order to attain the end- by 


5 A young girl bred in a charity ſchool, *,.. 
2 but wick endowments that might haare 
= done-honour to the moſt exalred firuation; "4 ; 
was taken by Mrs. Grapple at the age of — I 
es Tres: bor 8 5 leu, a M rx 

ee, ä few 


/ , [ * & < F « 4 7 * 
. ; 


/ TOY 
* 2. ph, 
© 8 WY 


| FORT UNE-TELLER: 


_ acts of kindneſs (for kindneſs was node 
5 indeed Mrs. Grapple's characteriſtic) ſo, 
won upon the gentle, the grateful Maria, 
that ſhe! conſidered her in the liglit o 
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creature with a diſcompoſure that alarmed 
bim: Mrs. Grapple, he well knew, was no 
leſs tenacious of her rights than outrage- 5 
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came immediately within the letter of the 
former, he was unable to form 4 ſingle 


ſcheme for getting her in his power, but 


1 What — * to: in e 


— * . 
. 
* 72 4 


common thing 


tm Tater... 


ls As ns Ma. 
for chance to operate in 


| dur favour. Mrs. Grapple, from being 


 - continually approached with reſpect, had 
"an WP A demand abſulute 


2 Ix? — — Cc — — 


Er T adoration. . 
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adoration. Maria, as ſhe had received 
repeated teſtimonies, was ready at all times 
e her health in her ſervice; ſhe 
therefore: reſolved : fi n _ the | crueleſt ; 
: perform was called: hes duty, whit the 
moſt trifling omiſſions were pronounced 
treaſons af the deepeſt dye, though mere 
errors in Judgmient,! « or eee 
| of ber orders: | ER | 


| i ee my 3 her 
only friend: he would wipe the tear ten- 


\L 


iderly; from her check, wiſh; heaven had 


made him the father of ſo ſweer à child; 


-anditell her, that if ſhe would: hawe be 


had abilities to provide for _—_ the-ſhould 
ibe:a ide ** 5136030 28. Be: N 


4.7 4115 an ein $12 


| a rd 0 ol Ily V ach of Me 
| ih 0 con 9810 the] parif _regiſts Er 
bearing evidence to t place of her birth 


and peric of her chriſtening only, agd | 
de ß AIC dental officers, thoug 1 . 
* *g3 SES . + 5 10 5 
0 5 0 'B 3 8 Know- 


fortitudle to endure her condition until n-e 
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- knowledged the receipt of twenty pounds 
e an indemnification on taking charge of 
ber when an infant, declared they received 
it from perſons unknown. My father's 
ttreatment of her ſo unſpeakably ſoothing, 
ma promiſes of future protection ſo con- 
9 ſolatory, no wonder ſhe conceived à life 
of gratitude the leaſt nn 7 was _—_— 
to at her hands. 0 eee MOOS | 


4 
i | 
Anon 


Perceiving the ground he gained in her 


raiſe the veryſtorms from which he affectei 
to ſhelter her, until finding her at lengtn 
depreſſed to his wiſh, he offered to marr7 
and deliver her from all her diſtreſſes. 
Maria was now little more than ſixteen; 
ſhe had beheld my father rather with 
— than tenderneſs; Fl but as he 
peled her acceptance « of him, and more- 
mr RO - Ober alfured her it was the ſtep f all f 
=. others the moſt eſſential to his happineſs, 
40 the conſented to devote herſelf . to 
Ps his inclination. 1 l 


— N 


_ 12£00d- opinion, for the better promotion of | 
his deſigns my father would frequently | 
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This point ſo dexterouſly got over, my 
farker had till his difficulties to contend - 
with, To marry a beggar's brat, accord 
ing to his idea, was abſolute madneſs ;. 
and to obtain her on diſhoneſt terms, as 
abſolute an impoſſibility. An expedient 
however occurred to. him: Maria wWas 
much too innocent and much too credu- 
lous not to be ealily duped; and provided 
the ceremony was read, could never think 
| of enquiring into the canonical” qualifi- 
ceations of the reader; he Nee re- 

queſted a fellow of his acquaintance, who 
kept a little eating-houſe, was brother to 
the clerk of the pariſh, and a kind of 
wag, to borrow a ſurplice, and conſtitute, 
by his own, proper authority, the 1 
unſuſpecting girl the wife of his friend; 
a requeſt that was eaſily complied with; 
but, to the no mall urpfile of the. . 
bride, inſtead of being placed beybnd 
the reach of Mrs. Grapple, he "as w 
re- conducted back that very 0 


well LF: 


* W +9 #8 4) 1532 $57 7: i *# 
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4 755 de N Reneral; | 1 Flt” al es Jt; 
$ 1 reader could be.Þ 1 fer. Some mat 
=—_ ker 5 mentioned of a very romantic kind, 
*x 15 A: paternal aft, together. with, 4 ftrong 
_—_—_ "4 neſs in Miniature, of a. man. of 25 
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0342 2 ig egos; F. 

N "EAR e Ya aa: befor i *® © 
A became Ne 7 for Maria to ſhun 
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97 TD eye. A da ang in the e 
rub-ltreet was then pro vided for her, 
| 900 on an appointed day, che e poor ere: 
ture abſerited herſelf, from her. miltrelss 
ſervice, and, thou mY advertiſed (by. her, was 


never more heard of. . {+ 82 . Is 


My father no Saut beheld her! in ſore 
Gepree ſettled in Her. nè condition, than 
te took occaſion to intimate, that as his | 
Kipetid was a * why * 


. e. * | ſhe 2 


— "ag 
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ſhe employ her leifure hours in profitable E 
induſtry? His wilt was her law; and as 
ſhe was very ingenious, from a variety of 
little methods, ſhe not only derived a ſub- 
ſiſtence for herſelf, but furniſhed her buf. 
band with occaſional ſupplies of mens. 


Under theſe very peculiar atifpices was 
: I brovght into exiſtence, my mother's: 
tenderneſs ſupplying every deficiency in 
my father's conduct towards tie; for he 
never once condefcended to rake” much 
notice of me until TL Was grown a big boy, | 


 eGuſe read," write, and deliver A rg | 
5 nt | 
en See en 2; 2 


Aeg dhe only offspring of Wa | 
genen, at leaſt: that ſurvived the üirſt 
ſtages of infancy, and my, mother's" in- 
duſtry could alone be equalled by her good 
management, ſhe did not want the power - 
of beſtowin ga very decent education upon 
fie. Burk returns He met with for her 
Nadi at cafe were cruet ones; nly father 
et w> rk by e 11 into 
Bens ö 3 


Mr. G Wenge = hos e by | 
every poſſible means to detach N | 
from its filial yearnings. _ | 


Mr. Grapple, who looked Apen me, 
cer to my father's repreſentation, 

in the light of an orphan, would now and 
then beſtow a pat on the head and a diſh 
of flip-flop tea upon me, as rewards for 
extraordinary dlligence; ; rewards that, 
however inadequate to what I might have 
expected, I. Was always taught by my 
father to receive with the utmoſt appear- 
ancę of gratitude; for he would tell me 

that ſmall, benefits were ever conſidered 
by the wiſe man as ſo many earneſts of 
great ones; thus I imbibed at a very early 
period that firſt of convenient virtues, | 
| *Gifſicmulation. „F 


3 woman-ſeryant, old, illiterate, 2nd 
eee was, I muſt however acknow- 
| ledge, my great 1 as to that ſci- 
ence in which I afterwards became ſo 


rr a e 25 Hy wWas a TE: with | 
N her 
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her to purchaſe every publication wherein 


the ſtars were made accountable for the 
Actions of the individual. She poſſeſſed 
moreover an admirable knack at decypher- 
ing the grounds in a tea or coffee- cup; 
and, as an undeniable proof of her pre- 


ſcience, a thouſand times aſſured me I was 


born to beſt 'a een Oey ant 3 


\ 


But though I was tolcrably expert at the 
leſſons before me, and had learne from my 
father to ſmile when I was wounded and 


ther, my beloved mother, was the conti- 
nual object of my tenderneſs: and ſolici:. 
-tude. Many ſtolen interviews were en. 1 
joyed by us, in all of which, though ſhe 
"-parkerically: lamented. the peculiarity: of. 


my father's diſpoſition, ſhe warmly en- 
5 3 the neceſſity of my obedience. _ 


My father would often at leiſure inter- - 


| vals, 7 my faculties ſeemed to expand, 
n me with 1 of f men 1 


A — 
14 


* your | A 
- x 
3 FS. 
4 3 


2 a 
* * 
* 
a» 
$ 
* 1 1 
4 4 ; 


ur 'FORTUNE-TELLBR. 


things. - Honeſty, he would tell me, was 
only another name for pride, politeneſs 
for artifice, friendſhip for ſelf- intereſt, and 


phauncdtuality in the diſcharge of debts for 


wiſdom; that the man who paid his way 
in the world had the world at command; 
and that he who knew eg keep: his 
bon ſecrets, ſtood fair for being. intruſted 
With the ſecrets of all his acquaintance. 


Being a lad * obſervation, with: theſe 


: 7 
| ey 


— 


4 | B 5 ufflſtandes J ſoon began to make extraor- 
dainary diſcoveries; ſuch as, that the great 


__ -requeſt in which my father was held at 
i Nur Grapples, was owing to a whole eata- 

Alogue of merits 3 for I perceived he] paſ- 

Jeſſe 4 companionable laugh, a ſympa- 

| Alling tear, à clüt- chat that made dad 5 


- Hons appear ſhort, and an indefatię 


WT -application to bufineſs ; I therefore ſor it. 


down, chat in order to pleaſe, we muſt 
F e ou He: to the 8 of 
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Inever loft Gghy of in all the vaſt round 
of connexions I Was thromn 
into. But notwithſtanding all theſe uncom- 
mon advantages, it was my old woman, 
my kitehen precep ee 
ing ſtroke to my education; che lights 1 
x obtained: by the mere dint of my enquiring 
ſpitit into her ſprings! of action, fur nim 
ing me with the moſt neceſſary leſſons for 
my advancement; for I found out that all 
the wonderful intelligence whieh conſti- | 
| -tuted her the oracle of che neighbourhood, 
- inſtead: of heing derived from aſupgrna- 
tural ſouree, was the mere reſult of a lietle 
god management: in a wordꝭ chat ſne drew 
from the communicatiyeneſ of her ad- 
mirers, the very Partie culars ſhe a affected to 
reveal to them; and, that ir was much 
rather their folly, than her cunning, that 


rendered her capable of pong on their. 
creculity, 23 wy 1 N eee 


* * 
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Mr. Grapple to his grave, before my fa- E 


ve "= ther began to open his deſigns upon me. 


A widow, who was miſtreſs of a coffee- 
houſe near the Exchange, had favoured 
him with. a few encouraging glances, and 
he reſolved, as he knew her to be rich, to 
caſt off my mother and marry her. Frank, : 
ſiaic he, one day, I would gladly inform 
myſelf how far you have profited by the 
excellent precepts and. no leſs excellent 
examples I have given you. Have you 
your mother's meanneſs ſtill about your 
ſoul, and chooſe to prefer poverty with 
her to affluence with me? or, may I hope 
that you will do honour t to rh hue; 7 9 
5 following my fortune? r 


how 1 ſtarted, though 1 handy: 3 tell 
Why, for my heart did not heſitate to 


make its election; I however, for the firſt 


time in my life, ventured to engage with 
him at his own weapons; and, without 
any diſcompoſure that could betray my 
reſolutions, begged him to FRO me with 
an — T 


Your 


FORTUNE-TELLER. 13 
- Your mother, Frank, ſaid he, abruptly; 
has no legal claims upon me; muſt Iſpeak 
plainer, T never had a wife. My marriage, 
as it was called, with Mrs. Grapple's little 
chamber - maid was a mere frolic; and, aa 1 
have reaſon to believe that Mr. Batitnan 55 
would have no objection to meeting me at 
the altar, and putting me in poſſeſſion of 
her thouſands, you ought to honour me 
for reſolving to do you juſtice by accept- 
| wg her hand. Tou ſee, continued he, 
for I made no reply, the utter impoſſi- 
: bility of my Preſerving: two connexions; 
"4 and, as your mother had not the wiſdom 
N to inform herſelf of the validity or inva- 
KF lidity of our union, ſhe would be a fool 
to whine at its diſſolution. I have ad- 
vanced too far, added he, in a peculiar 
firm accent, not to make it neceſſary you 
ſhould be acquainted with my final deter- : 


mination : neither you nor 1 I muft ever 5 
ee her more. | 


Not ſee her, Sir! aid I, bn ok 
wachen impulſe: 0 conlider her poor 
- 


a * 2 _— * 


: 
MY 
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heart Thou illegitimate wretch l cried 
he, dd you: yourſelf: then bear her the 
tidingg that I have done with you both; 
and mark me, young man, if you ever 
dare ta: make comments on my conduct, 
Iwill perſecute you untił B compel you 
ta fue for mercy;; but I am willing (ſoft. 
ening his voice) to purchaſe what I have 
a right ta command; there, take that 
Nurſe, throwing! it on the ground, and 
bei gone for ever. I ſnatched it haſtily 
ne- get ad. * na- 
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matter of wonder fer all thoſe who are 
not ee to deal in n the e, ; 
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TY mother, "i innocence as ſhe wa 
could not for a long while com- 
prehend the villainy, though ſhe felt the 
Fruelty of my father's. conduct. And am 
then, ſaid the,, ſo very a wretch ; as to have 
my child abandoned, for my © want of 
BB; caution ? But how could 1 it be PO bl e tor 2 
me to conceive that my friend was my b 
trayef? that the man who profeſſed the 
moſt heart=felt compaſſion formyopprefied, 


mydefenceleſs circumſtances, was ſecking to 


aggravate the weight of vrhat he called my 
ungmerited calamities, and that too in ths 
moment vvhen I believed the was gencrouſſñ 
averting them for ever from my head? 
He has, however, the advantage of me! 
ay I e "ow by ain, . 
. Where 


18 FORTUNE-TELLER. 


where I was married ; yet ſurely it was a | 
ſolemn kind of frolick, to vow an union 
in the ſight of the great Deity, which 
nothing but death was to diſſolve. 

I have not a doubt but from the ſevere 
ſtroke of finding herſelf duped and de- 
ſerted, my mother would have ſunk into 
| deſpondence if unſupported by the child 
of her affections; for in her ſtarts of ſor- 
row ſhe would. cry, Well, well, the will 


of heaven be done, ſince in its abundant 


mercy my deareſt Frank is left to bleſs my 
declining days; he ſhall ſupply every cha- 
rater to me of huſband, father, friend, and 


I will! regain the path of reſignation. 


few xonneaions: achich iy mother's 
8 and blameleſs life had given 
. her, made it no difficult matter for E 


495 to get me placed out in a ſhop, though 
1 muſt confeſs, in a very humble, not to 


ſay multifarious capacity; for, like Scrub, 
J ſometimes ſerved behind the counter, 
0 ſometimes kept the books, ſometimes was 

8 ; dif- 


. 
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difpatched to dun the tardy debtor, and 


ſometimes performed-the moſt ſervile do- 
meſtic offices; yet did I contrive, by the 
_ exertion of the little | honeſt arts I was 
maſter of, to paſs eighteen months in this 
my new ſituation very tolerably, and was 


then only diſcharged becauſe pronounced 


by one of my maꝛſter's relations much 


too acute a lad to be rt into my Er | ; 


| without an apprentice fee; i 


My mother wept over me: Alas | my 


, fs, faid ſhe, what a world is this, when 
even the very virtues of our hearts operate 


againſt us! Had you entered leſs warmly 
into your maſter's intereſt; had you made 
it neceſſary for him ſtill to have attended 


the management of his affairs, inſtead of 
relieving him, as was your cuſtomi, you 
had not been thus thrown back to your 


former unprovided condition. But, on 


my bleſſing I charge you not to ſuffer the 
common accidents of life to teach you - 
impiety. INTE: God that made you will. 


BY”: | 
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preſerve vou. But, continued ſhe, butſt- 


ing into tears, it is I, it is I that have 
marked your eu ; the ſins of the mo- 


ther are viſited on the head of her innocent 
child; for though mine were ſins of omil- 


ſion not commiſſion, yet I ought to have 


trembled at bringing an infant into exiſt- 
ence, without eſtabliſhing its claims 0 
protection and proviſion Beda the pb . 


 Gbllity of their being controyerted. Of 


* 


| 
| 
l 
| n 


WI beſouglit chis to- t too-tenderly-feeling 


patent to moderate her diſtreſs, if the 
vould not plunge me into the very impiety 
be was fo anxious to guard me againſt: 
for, indeed, ſaic I, my beloved, my ve. 
nerated mother, wWhilſt behold you, who 
I know to be fo: g ; 
tune and the prey of diſappointment; how 
mall I ſubſcribe to thoſe great attributes 
of the Deity you are ſo conrigually” -cele- 
pPrating, his juſtice and his merey, if you 
ate ſuffered to languiſhunregarded ? Muſt 


good, the ſport of for: 


ny -- <6 pur" my -mother, 


5 inter- IS 


wn or 
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interrupting; me, on ſotne ſubjects, inſtead 
| of being ſalutary, are dangerous: but we 


will read the ſacred page together, which, 


be aſſured, my child, willi not only teach 
us to inveſtigate the ways of Providence, 


as far as it befits us ta inveſtigate _ in 


but teach us-refignation. and gratitude. 


The next Houle into y which.I got me 


mende, Was a merchant's not many miles 
from 'Aldgate, whoſe family conſiſted of 
a wife, two "42 a niece,, and A fer- 


vant of each ſex. FFA 


397 7 | $11 


Mr. Berkley, 95 8 1 fat 
3 had received very favour- 


able impreſſions of my abilities, but was 
moſt. agreeably ſurpriſed to find them ex- 
_ ceed his utmoſt expectations; inſomucli 

chat, as a mark of his approbation, he 
threw the whole weight of his buſineſs 


upon me, and, except auditing accounts, : - 
or ſuperintending the execution of ſome 
„ — Ou 


8 denn. 
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* however, in ſome d 
for for though her Farber was a plodding 
= tradeſman, her mother was the daughter 
of a dancing: maſter, and ſhe received a 
oo mongrel 
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He had a houſe by way of rural retreat, 
in the middle of a duſty lane near High- 


gate, where his proſpect was bounded in 
front by a green hill, and confined to very 


narrow limits behind by an adjoining 
thick coppice. It was nevertheleſs the 
country, and my miſtreſs, to borrow: her 


own words, from her infancy. affected the 
country; and as Mr. Frank was fo very. 
capable and ſo very diligent, ſhe could. 


not ſee why her huſband might not. in- 
dulge himſelf as well as his neighbours. 


| Mrs. Berkley was perhaps one of the 
ſſtrangeſt characters on earth; buſtling, 
yet indolent; unbred, yet fantaſtical un- 


informed, yet a profeſſed connoiſſeur in 


IT literature ; and fond of her children, yet 
wholly unattentive to the cultivation of 


7 _ their underſtandings, or the regulation of 


their manners. Her inconſiſtencies were, 
to be accounted 


— 


3 mongrel education, of the uſeful and the 
deſcribed. 


R young ladies were keldom permit- 
ted to go into the country; and, as I wore 
my hair tied behind, though not in the mo- 


dern clump, had a ſingular paſſion for a 


clean ſhirt and clean ſtockings, and — 


over was coxcomb enough to avail myſelf 


of the abilities of a ſmatt hatter and taylor 


in the equipment of my perſon, it was no 

wonder that Mr. Frank had his. regular 
ſummons to the tea table, and was in- 
treated to ſquire the ladies to the. SOA 
Vauxhall. 


a The turn kot Ober baten ee en in 
the houſe of my father was become ſo 
habitual, that even this little group of 


female friends was not exempt from 2 | 


and I was ſoon brought to confeſs, that 


AS ſuſpicion marks the mind of cunning 


and experience, ſo romance and goodneſs 
of h heart are inſeparable e ; ak 


— 
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trifling, that eee wh what 1 N . 
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chat it is: only in proportion as the feel. 
ings are more or leſs blunted; that it is 

poſſible, at that period of life when the 
paſſions are ſtrang and the reaſon weak, 
for us to have. much acquaintance with 


that cool. valuable virtue, diſcretion. _ 


1 - 


- Mrs, Berkley, who delighted in pret- N 
ö „ had diſplayed her taſte moſt in- 
 conteſtibly in the names of her family. 
Cornelia, her eldeſt daughter, was a lovely, 
intelligent, well-diſpoſed girl, but her ſpi- 
fits were weak and her conſtitution tender. 


pcinda, the youngeſt, was cloſe, inqui⸗ 
| fitive, ſelf. inte feſteck and vain; but though | 
uin no degree comparable to her fiſter, 
deither in * or intellectual accom- 


2157 m2 1 3 Abs 


| Y ello nv painting obuldexprofs} | 


; Poets fancy ven they love, | 
EW - us, from a cruel kindneſs: and the "NY | 
wy * ä * was as permitted ; 


* - 
* 


to run wild in her conduct, and form her 
will into a thouſand perverſeneſſes. 


The niece, who was likewiſe the god- 
| daughter: of Mrs. Berkley, and, as her 
mother died when ſhe was quite an infant, 
had been brought up under her eye, was 

called Camilla. Her figure was rather 
agreeable than handſome, but her foul 
was ſuch as ſpoke its divine origin; gene- 


rous, firm, benevolent and ſocial. It was 
however her misfortune to read with unre- 


mitting avidity; and as it was her misfortune 


to have no one to direct her ſtudies to the 


uſeful or the elegant, her notions of life were 
therefore very erroneous, and her judge- 
ment incorrect, and I own 1 felt myſelf 
much intereſted in the 82 regulation 
1 boch che one and the e * 
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8 it was with theſe ladies I ſpent all 
my leiſure intervals when not at 
liberty to abſent myſelf from the houſe of 
my maſter, for my mother on ſuch occa- 
ſions was the firſt object of my attention, 
we uſed to have frequent diſputes, en ü 
all of the amicable kind. - 


| © Cornelia, who delig ighted i in poetry, ES) 

5 had moreover a daſh of the, ſentimental i in 

= her compoſition, would inveigh againſt thoſe 

= _ fort of. productions which have. brought : 
4 circulating libraries into fo much dif- 
reputation, viz. novels; and, in her 

honeſt zeal for the honour of her ſex, 

wiſh moſt Sy". that they were cad 

. . 


—— 
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My dear Miſs, I would ſay, believe 


me, on this occaſion you miſtake the cauſe - 
for the effect. Circulating libraries are 


in themſelves not only very harmleſs, but 
very convenient places. It is the choice you 
young ladies make of authors that alone 


renders them what you call them, the 
poiſon of ſociety, If you would not 
read, they would not purchaſe either idle 
or unworthy publications; and even the 
catalogue they furniſh you with contains 
a palpable hint that they only ſeek the 
accommodation of their cuſtomers, when 
informing them that they have ſenſeleſs, 
refined, elegant and contemptible works. 
Beſides, only recolle& what lengths that 
young lady muſt be capable of running 
for the purpoſe of gratifying a cenſurable 
inclination, who can ſuffer her name to be 


enrolled on the records of a circulati 


library, in conjunction with the name "of { 
| - book which ſhe ought to bluſh. at the 


bare ſuppoſition of being ALI. with : 


its contents. 


C 2 -. -* me 


1 
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But, Sir, let me aſk you, returned the 
pretty prude, how comes it then that thoſe 
who have the care of our education do 
not take the trouble of explaining the 
matter to us? This is indeed placing 
things in a new point of view; but it 
cannot be; the odium muſt be juſt, and 
they very. exceptionable Places, 


— 


On my honour, cried I (for every cox- 
comb i is in his own opinion a gentleman) 
no: the caſe is merely this; your circu- 
lating libraries are a kind of quack-ſhops 
in literature, where two-thirds of the com- 
munity, though they muſt otherwiſe be 

excluded from literary amuſements, are 

- accommodated on eaſy terms; they are 
nevertheleſs conceived to ſtrike too deep | 
at the intereſts of the regulars, the book 
ſellers, not to incur illiberal attacks and 
illiberal repreſentations: but I have often 
_ thought that they ought to be converted 
into places of the firſt utility, for obtain- 
ing a FP at the lift of ä would | 


. 
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be an admirable method of diſcovering 


thetrue taſte and ſentiments 550 an x admired 
lady. 


But, Sir, ſaid Camilla, ki „would 
not that be a very ungenerous mods of . 
proceeding? By no means; for the gen- 
tleman, who wiſhes to find an elegant and 
an amiable companion in a wife, can 
never be too cautious in his election, leſt, 
when he has advanced thoſe lengths that 
muſt on a retreat expoſe him to the ſevereſt 
reproaches, he ſhould find himſelf com- 
pelled to deſpiſe the turn of mind, how- 
ever he might admire the perſon. | Tou 
may, perhaps, indeed tell me, that there 
are ways and means of eluding the firſt- 
rate wiſdom, as a borrowed name would 
anſwer the purpoſe; but this would be 
aggravating the impropriety with a wit= 
neſs, if an offended confidante or diſcon- 
tented mercenary ſhould betray the ſecret : 


and that ſhe who has no better motive of | 


conduct than caprice (the true characteriſtic 
hen C- 3 of 
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of our modern friendſhip) or principle of 
action than ſelf. intereſt, is very little to 
be depended upon in her attachments or 
profeſſions of fidelity. I believe you will 
readily grant me. I have but one thing 
more to add on the ſubject: the mind, 
ladies, that can be delighted in Private 
with what it affects to be ſhocked at in pub- 
lic, is a mind ſo far corrupted to a man's 
hands, that a refiner in vice would turn 
away with diſguſt. Judge then what muſt 
be the feelings of a valuable member of 
the community at the bare idea of ſuch a 
wife. I had heated myſelf with my ho- 
neſt indignation, and as I always loved to 
teview any remarkable topic, I took out 
my pencil and made a memorandum of 
this, a memorandum which turned to 
capital account at a future period, by af- 
fording me a kind of maſter-key to the 


ſentiments and N of my 424 
e | | 


my 


chin | 
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Camilla, a few days after this converſa- 
tion, with the moſt <nchanting modeſty 
began to ſpeak with me. Mr. Frank, 
laid ſhe, I think I can depend upon your 
putting a juſt conſtruction on my conduct 
ou have alarmed my pride and hurt my 
ſenſibility for it is true, I have not, like 

my couſin, confined, my reading to the 
Elegant part of literature; I would there- 
fore deſire you, ſince you have given me 


apprehenſions of ſuffering 1 in the opinion 


of many, to throw your eye oyer the 

jJüitle liſt, of the authors I haye peruſed, 

with which now preſent you, (holding 

| out 4 paper to me) and with the ſame 

openneſs and candour you yeſterday pro- 
nounced againſt them, draw your pen 


through ſuch as are unfit for the female | g 


BY; and I will remember them only with . 
diſapprobation. I kiſſed her hand with 


rapture, not at that moment recollecting 


what I did, and then endeavouring ro 

make an Ta for my temerity, haſtily 

tired. I ſaw ſhe was n and 
A C 4 _ 
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— Haxtered myſelf, not diſagreeably. We 
met at dinner, but, delicacy. on her part, 
timidity on mine, rendered the rencoun- 
ter rather diſtreſſing, and we again ſepa- 
rated without farther eclairciſſement. 


In the courſe of my afternoon” 8 reflec- 


- tions, I began to think the wiſeſt ſtep I 
could take was to open my heart to my 
mother; tell her what an angel my Ca- 


milla was likely to become, for, exclu- 


five of novel reading, ſhe was the moſt un- 


exceptionable of human creatures, ard 


take her opinion reſpecting the conduct 1 
ought to purſue. My mother liſtened 
With all the tender attention Thad promiſ- 
ed myſelf, and I dwelt largely on the 
merits of my beloved in order to obtain 
the maternal ſanction. O Frank, Tad 
The, with what bitterneſs: of anguiſh do T 


. now ſee" the injury J have done vou! ft 


inſtead of your being intitled to a ſhare in 
e fortune your father poſſeſſes, you are at 
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look up with trembling to an alliance with 
the very family you would have been 


much ſuperior to if fl had N my | 


| "O00 


How you wound me! cried I; the queſ- 
tion, my dear mother, on this 3 18 


not what has been done, but what is pro- 


per to be done; ſhould proſperity await 


my induſtry, who knows but Mr. Berkley 


may find it convenient to take me into 
partnerſhip, and beſtow his lovely niece 


upon me; at leaſt let me indulge the flat- 
| tering hope; it will be a. ſpur to every 


worldly undertaking ; nor is it beyond 
| poſſibility, that my mother may be drawn 


out to a more eligible ſituation than = | 


has ever yet experienced, 


The two great rules of conduct would þ 


wiſh you to obſerve, ſaid my mother, is 
honeſty, that your owa heart may not re- 
proach you, and independanee, that you 
may ſcreen yourſelf from inſult. -F have 
had leiſure for improvement; reading has 


C5 been 


* — 


* 
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been the chief delight, the chief ſupport 
of my exiſtence, and I can only lament, 
that my knowledge of men and things has 
been acquired too late for me te be bene- 
ffted by it; but if J am ſo happy as either 
do ſpare my ſon a ſelf reproach, or ſave 
him from an inconvenience, 1 will readily 


confeſs that I have neither read nor lived 
in Vain, | 


«x ; 
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O N my return to Ide Bebi 1 


found all my young friends in 


tears. Mr. F rank, faid they, almoſt in 
a breath, we are going to loſe Camilla. 


How! what 1. Heaven forbid, cried I; 


but modulating my voice inſtantly. to a 
very different key, I am ſure the loſs of 
her company tan never be ſufficiently re- 
5 5 had you '{fayed one poor hour 

neer, faid the, endeavouring to cohceal 
her "emotion, perhaps we had never met 


again. A diſtant relation, I found on en- 


quiring, had fent for her, on whom ſhe 
Had great depe ndance, and Mr. and Mrs. 


"HT were ulreatly attiyed to TNT her 
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Our parting was ſo ſudden I had not 
even time to look a tender adieu, much 
leſs to ſpeak one; but, by a happy, 
though, I fear, too apparent officiouſneſs, 
J aſſiſted her in getting into the coach, 

preſſed her hand, and ſighed profoundly. 


Mr. and Mrs. Berkley took their fa- 
vourite along with them, and I and Cor- 


1 nelia were left to comfort each other; a 


rather dangerous tẽte- a · tẽte a prudent mo- 

ther would have thought it; but Mrs. 

Berkley was not a prudent mother, and 
therefore 1 "We" Or TRE my obſer- 
vation. 4 


Camilla gone, fo much A lover was 1 
that the houſe appeared an abſolute deſert 
to me. The ſoft · natured Cornelia did all 
in her power to entertain me, but the 

charm of good ſenſe unaſſiſted by vivacity 
ag ggravated the wound it was intended to 
wc Beſides, J. ſoon. had the diſtreſs to 
liſcover (notwithſtanding ; all my coxcomb- 
ity) that Cornelia ed a tendre for me; 
" : 1 7 
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Aer el, breit wararithiames 
brotherly affection, and I had none of that 
faſhionable crueky in my nature, as to be 


capable of. rejoicing in giving _ to 
a deſerving creature. | 


1 therefore as much as poſſible ca 
beg alone with her, and when it was un- 

avoidable, inſtead of ſaying pretty things, 
expatiated largely on the bleſſings of 
friendſhip, and the neceſſity there was for 
the female heart to make itſelf acquainted 
wich its principles, in order to guard a- 
gainſt the firſt ſymptoms of a ſofter. at- 
tachment: Give me then, ſaid ſhe, Mr. 
Frank, one afternoon, that we were ſitting 
together, give me this very deſirable defi- 
_ nition, that I may in a moment of exi- 
f due turn it to account. 


My dear Madam, ſaid 1, the great mic. 
fortune of your compoſition is its tender- | 
hefs, and I own 1 ſhould tremble for you - 
on that account, if 1 knew. you expoſed _ 
to — interviews with a plating ' i 


an- 


By 
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an undeſerving young fellow, for you 
would be too apt to meaſure his mind by 
your own, and give him eſteem when con- 
tempt ought to await him; nor is that 
the only dangerous predicament, our in- 
elinations are by no means in our own 
power, and therefore you muſt not be ſur- 
priſed at my ſuppoſing it poſſible for even 
your lovely perſon to be beheld with indif- 
ference; ladies ought to. be ſatisfied the 
Sachin is mutual before. they—But 
Mr. Frank, ſaid ſhe, with ſome little degree 
of impatience, this is not giving me the 
diſtinguiſhing characters of friendſhip. | 


Need 1, Madam, obſerve to you, that 
friebdihip. is a calm yet ſtrong affection 
for a favourite object; it conſiſts in meet- 
ing with pleaſure and parting with regret, 
. but both the. one and the other ſo tem- 
pered by reaſon, and reflection, that. 
5 Hough: it would be our greateſt happir eſs 
to ſpend our days under the ſame roof, 
we can exiſt in the longeſt ce A 
| 5 | She 
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She ſighed inſenſibly. You may be aſſur- 
ed, continued I, that che heart is by much 
too far intereſted when it is alarmed by 
any little preferences our friend may ſhew 
to another; for friendſhip is a liberal paſ- 
ſion, and comprehends the ſocial virtues; 
we love thoſe who are beloved by our 
friends, take a generous concern in their 
happineſs and their reputation, and are in- 
capable of wiſhing either diminiſhed, in 
order to promote our own pur poſes: in 
ſhort, it is a ſiſterly ſentiment, an anxiouſ- 
neſs for the ſafety, an attention to the 
convenience, a participation of joys and 
ſorrow, butnever amounts to peeviſhneſs 
or jealouſies. Let us then be friends, ſaid 
ſhe, for n, I can diſcover, RO 
heart. 


Miſs Berkley, replied T, whence 18 
this conjecture? TI honour, I revere your 
couſin, but fituated as I am, you .cannot 
ſuſpect me of a wiſh to reduce her to 
narrow Circumſtances, and ſhe—But I am 

convinced 
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convinced you could ill reconcile your- 
ſelf to the idea af ſeeing her the wife of 
another: however, I ought, perhaps, to 
tell you, having ſaid thus much on the 
ſubject, that I am wholly unable to pe- 
netrate her ſentiments reſpecting you, 
and it is, I fear, within * 
that you are born to be unhappy. 


My ſiſter and my friend, ſaid I. will 
you anſwer me one queſtion? do you be- 
lieve that human events are under the di- 
rection of chance or of Providence? - 
have my doubts, ſaid ſhe. Clear them a'}, 
returned I, for Providence alone has the 
regulation of our deſtiny. Will you give 

me leave to introduce you to the acquain- 
tance of my mother ? ſhe is pious without 
parade, and reſigned without ſu perſtition: 
ſhe will tell you that we are all in a great 


meeaſure the carvers of our own fortunes; : 


© For, miſtaking our inclinations for neceſ- 
ſity, we plunge into evils that were never 
Intended to reach us, and pull down ca- 


lamities 


a — 
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lamities that God in his mercy would have 
ayerted from our heads. She laughed at 
the young philoſopher, and expreſſed a 
deſire to ſee the monitor he would re- 
commend. It was a ſufficient induce- 
ent with my mother to take the trou- 
ble of drawing herſelf forth in her holiday 
cloaths and walk a couple of miles ſince 
her Frank deſired it. Cornelia received 
her with the moſt engaging affability, and 
an inſtantaneous amity Was formed be= 
onthe: Eh wotetientts | 


1 10 2 iet ; | 2 
Lucinda now moſt: eee 
turned; ſhe was by nature a ſpy, and 
from encouragement a tale-bearer ; ſhe did 
not therefore fail to make a clamorous 
report of my mother's viſits, and the too 
provident Mr. Berkley taking the alarm, 
ſome altercation was the conſequence, 
ps which terminated in a final ſeparation. 


Mr. Berkley was fo piqued at the ſpirit 
1 had ſhewn, that he reſolved to diſtreſs 


me as much as 5 Pall: : he forbid his 
; fa mu 
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family any communication with me, an, 
in the fullneſs of his wrath, declared he 
would never give me a character; but, if 
he had with-held his prohibition, 1 ſhould 
have ſmiled at his maleyolence, for the 
uprightneſs of my dealings was too well 
known for it to be in his power to do me 
any eſſential prejudicè; ; and I was applied | 
to a few days after my diſcharge to accept 
an equally reſpectable, as well as equally 
profitable appointment in another houſe : 
thus all my agen ps of re-eſtabliſhing 
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* 


| The world. 2 Some excellent advice. | A 
odd actidemi. . 15 


12 H E next e into > which I bound 
„ tranſplanted were of a ſtill 
different turn to every thing I had been 
called to experience; proud, reſerved, | 
inacceſſible, and inſolent : my ſtipend was 
indeed much more conſiderable than uſual, 
but my conveniences were greatly con- 
tracted.” I had been accuſtomed to dine 
with my maſter in all my former ſitua- 
tions, but I had now no other alternative | 
than for my meal to be a folitary one, or 
mixing with thoſe that it was neceſſary for 
me to treat as my inferiors to preſerye _ 
that ſubordination, without which no > bu- 
fineſs can be properly tranſacted. -_ 
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'Yet to confeſs the truth, I ſhould, per- 
haps, have thought this evil a light. one, if, 
in all theſe unuſual moments. of ſelf con- 
verſe, my mind had not been ever recur- 
ring to the. pleaſing periods I had en- 


Joyed in company with my Camilla. 


My mother was, as uſual, my det 
and ſupport; but I will acknowledge that 
it was the example of reſignation and ſelf« 
denial ſhe ſet before me in her conduct, 
that operated more d A uf all her 


On; 19 755 En gel] 
Mr. Sinclair was A arough, auſtere, Pate 


if man, whoſe money-getting. {ſpirit would 


not ſuffer, him to believe there was a feli- 
city in life beyond cent. per cent.; if he ap- 
proved you particularly, inſtead of un 
bending into ſociality, your reward was 
money, and if, on the contrary, he was 
offended, his bags were immediately drawn 
cloſe, and he hugged himſelf in the idea 
of ins ſyerely puniſhed you. 
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My dear mother, ſaid I, one Sunday 
that we were eating our dinner together, 
ſurely the benevolence of nature you poſ- 

ſeſs is the peculiar gift of heaven. Tou tell 
me, indeed, that man is a mixture of frail- 

ties and virtues, and that if I would enjoy 
the good, I muſt pity and tolerate the bad; 

but as J ſo conſtantly meet with perſons 
whoſe hearts are wholly engroſſed by un- 
worthy paſſions, muſt I not ſuſpect that : 
your report has more of the milk of hu- 
man kindneſs in it, than of reality?” or,” 
in other words, that you paint the ſpecies 
much rather what you wiſh' rot than 
what you have ever. experienced $0 3 


I am neither, replied ſhe; ſhaking: her. 
| head ſomewhat emphatically, ſurpriſed nor 
offended at your infidelity ; the obſerva- 
tions of youth are generally ſuperficial; 


there is, however, a time in ſtore for you, 


unleſs your days are abruptly ſhortened, 
when you will ſubſcribe to the truth of my 
tenets, and Ae you may cenſure with the 

| utmoſt 
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mak keenneſs on the one hand, you wile 
warmly eſteem. on the other, As. there are 
few ſoils, continued my mother, but what 
ſooner or later reward the mind, fo there 

are few minds ſo barren but afford their 
crop of virtue, if, inſtead of. attempting 
to model them to our will, we are con- 
tent to take them as we find them; and 
we ought to think ourſelves happy, ik in 
the. courſe of our intercourſe, by tempo- 
riſing and extenuating, we can goon without 
too great annoyance. Yet, Frank, when you 
find yourſelf ſeized with theſe fits of miſ- 
anthropy, why do you not recollect your. 
young friends. at Mr. Berkley's ? or, 
if you even conſider them as an exception ; 
to all rule, how is it poſſible for you, to 
talk of diſſatisfactions, whilſt you poſſeſs 
the heart-felt tenderneſs of your mother, 
and the friendly attachment of theſe la- 


dies, becauſe you have not the 137 world | 
at command? 3 wes 


I 


1 * » F. | | 
* Y Fas : . . $Z & « 2 1 A : } 
* * * A & 7 3 « 
; * 5 1 : * 
- a 2 : & * 1 13 . LES +#4 . i ed 
*_ by _— 6 5 5 7 0 b - L * * 
8. 1 4 o 


FORTUNE- TELLER., 47 
It. is, replied I, becauſe I have known 


the Miſs Berkleys, and have been treated ; ; 
by them with ſuch ſociality, that I fo ſen- 


ſibly ſmart under bk Preſent” cireum- 
ſtances. | 


| : A very pretty reaſon truly ! ſo becauſe 


Providence has at periods made you much 


happier, than you could have hoped, you 
are to be doubly afflicted when a little 
mortification reaches you ? But, Frank, if 


you will firſt give yourſelf time to conſi- 
der your preſent. fituation, you will 


perceive it is merely a prelude to che 


life you love. Money is the thing 


needful to eſtabliſh you on ſuch a 
footing as to authoriſe: you to make choice 


of the woman of your affections. At Mr. 


Sinclair's, your ſtipend, by one perquiſite 


ar other, is almoſt double what you had at 
Mr. Berkley's, and your temptations for 
diſburſements fewer in number : we muſt 
not deceive .outſelyes, every good bears. its 
proper W and if we would be eaſy in 

our 
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our circumſtances hereafter, we Ht be 
Provident now; and you well know that 
no aſſiſtance of mine will be wanting to 
facilitate your Villes. IF 5„ Ä 


144 


But even now the only remedy 
you can offer, is ſo flow. of operation, 
that you cannot be ſurpriſed, I, who am. 
no philoſopher, ſhould not be- much ſooth-. 
ed by its promiſes : then you merit your 
vexations, let them be ever ſe ſevere. An | 
impatient man is a madman. | Would you 
preſumptuouſly arreſt, human events? 
Shall a whole world be driven out of its 
track for your accommodation? Hear | 
me this once, ſaid I, and 1 will endeavour | 
to make your excellent maxims rule of 
the my conduct: you have taught me, that 

the longeſt life is too ſhort to parcel out 

in uncertainties, and therefore when bleſ- 
ſings are fo far beyond our reach as mine 
appear to be, what at beſt can be expett· 
ed, r e in the. fame 1 in- 
Rant SE 


WY 6 
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There, ſaid my mother, you come 
upon ground that clears at your approach: 
permanent enjoyments are as little com- 
patible with our nature as our ſituation: 
clouds and ſuh-ſhine alone teach us a true 
eſtimation of happineſs, and, it would 

have been an impeachment of the ways 
of Providence, and a juſtification of out 
murmurings, if we were to be cut off in 
an hour of full ſecurity.; but as we have 
almoſt continual mementos, that at every 


= Period, whether of infancy,.. maturity, 


or winter of our days, the angel of 
death is equally abroad, as alſo, that 
neither riches, honours, or. friends can 
avert the fatal ſtroke, ought we then 
ever N he e * BG; awful ſum- 


M. Sinclair having appar my 
1 in order to encourage me to 
perſevere as 1 had begun, gave me leave 
to trade, with certain reſtrictions; for my. 
IE I now ſeemed, indeed, to have at 
„„ ae lab; UE, 


— 
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| wiged the ſummit of ſucceſs, for my pro- 
fits were conſiderable; and profits accu- 
mulating on profits tell highly ſatisfactory 
to the trader on every renewed examina- 
tion into this. finances. What machines 
we are, deſpairing frequently without a 


cCauſe, and hoping without the en 
. cegres of probability! | 


=: Preſuming on my good Colas” I per- | 

xt faded my mother to. quit. her old abode, | 
And live with me in a little habitation in 
muy maſter's neighbourhood as the con- 

1 venience of boarding with her would give 
me additional conſequence in Mr. Sinclair's 
family, at the ſame time that it intitled 
mae to an additional falary. This wiſh of 
my heart was ſoon accompliſhed, and 

ye were conſidered in a very reſpectable 

= light in the pariſh when an opportunity 
offered of my improving my petite capi- 
tal, and at one ſtroke obtaining more 
than years of common merchandize could a 

Sie me. N. walker: Ferre 11 5 


+ IS | ; 19 7 Our. 
Kt 15 * 2 * * $i ; F 


* 


| in tc town - as | 


_— K Dag 5 2 * 


 FORTUNETELLER 51 
our freight was ſafely ſtowed, and Mr. 
Sinclair undertook, whilſt I ſettled ſome 
other matters, to pay the inſurance· mo- 


ney : and, as he a few days afterwards 
charged me with my portion, I had not a 


5 ahi how 5 my, al 22 em- 


barked. 


The ptoſpect bt” vet” foltu ne, 45 
198 had little charms for me, unleſs - 
cotitetiplatedii in Participation with 15 0 


the hearer, therefore, the time approached. 


when ' remittances "might 'be expected, 


che greater were my tender pertu rbations, 
. infomuch, chat Lat at length reſolved to re- 

| copnoltre, the houſe of my beloved, and, 
i po offible, inform m yielf whether ſh E Was | 


* We IT. 45 oh. * N13 The y 


ele the eye ef Cormelia, mh haſtily S 


ſhewing me. à pen and ink, gave me to 


underſtand ſhe meant to: favour me with 
affe lines f intelligence I accordiog-- 
ly continued” my et * 


f0Y pg | note 12 


D ” : 2 A * 9 


„bes nn 


| Which 1 1 N e and read as as 
Hollons: Eo WM rats 2 


* 


9 


N 40 1 really have not time to ; enquire. in- 
to the propriety or impropriety of what 
A I now do; but as I am acquainted 
A + with the withes of your heart, I have 
= 40 reſolved to give you. the good · natured | 
= « information that Camilla is well, and I 
| = verily believe ſtill unengaged in her af- 
< fections; ſhe i is, . Moreover, , reſident at 
14 our. country houſe, where ſhe. paſſes | 
4 her time in a moſt extraordinary. man- 
s ner for ſo young and fo lively a girl, 
* v never extending her walk chan our 
5 * gardens, or viſiting other place than 
E . Kentiſh- town church. She reads, i in- 
* deed, a great deal, and you will, per- 
5 receive it as no unfavourable o- 
. + men W n are wholly ſuch as 
. 2 — * : 


I 
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1% you recommended to her] I think 1 
e ſhould be tempted to try what reception 
0 my agreeable friend your mother would 
give me, but for reaſons that need not 
„ be communicated. Your appearance 
* beſpeaks your proſperi ty. May heaven 
continue it, prays. your fincere, well 
bas wiſher, 


* = 


« Corp Bunxunv'® 7 
The ſenſations 1 by this epiſtle 
7 complicated. Love and pity, however, 
for a moment divided my heart. I thought 
I could perceive the delicacy which re. 
ſtrained Cordelia from viſiting the mother 
of a young fellow, who, without the 
ſmalleſt degree of coxcombry, had reaſon 
to believe himſelf not wholly diſagreeable 


to her; and I reverenced her couſin for 


her reſolution in forbearing to favour the 
man of whoſe tenderneſs ſhe could not 
i be well convinced with any intimation 
of her diſagreeable circumſtances; and 
for a * period 8 human nature 


2 IE, ; D 3 N ; 2 


"ds 
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+ bs math as I had ever cenſured: it; when. 


« xecolleftion-began to bring me to my feel- 


ings I nevertheleſs relapſed into all my 
r diſapprobations. : g 


Thoſe wretches, Mr, and Mrs. Berkley, 


vr to bury their lovely niece in the country 1 


and, becauſe her proſpects were net the 
moſt flattering imaginable, treat ; 4 * 
ſuppoſed, little better than a ſervant ! 


1. fighed, I complained, id botk e 
one and the other were unavailing; and, 


= us quick tranſitions are Ares common with 


1 imaginations, my mind ſuddenly 
took a very oppoſite turn. I Will, cried 
I, the very inſtant I receive the benefit of + 

my venture, ſolicit Camilla's acceptance 
of me; and as ſhe is by no means an am- 
bitious girl, think I. maày flatter: myſelf - 
that he would not only live happily under 
the ſame roof with my moſt amiable mo- 
ther, but that I ſhould be able to make 
an ample re for them. Beſides, is 
n not 2 commercia e that ſacceſs 


E . | eas # 


% 4 2 
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nos ſucceſs ?- "pag, my 
expected returns, have it in my power 
ſill to enlarge my dealings, and conſti- 
tute my Camilla, inſtead of a dependent 
on narrow. minded relations, her own _ 92 
8 una the e wy affections ? 


"CHAP. VII. 


47 roof” of buman wiſdom. "The phileſe--- 
"+ in petticoats. Changes, chances, 
7 v7 clit ludes imumerable. 


5 LATED wich theſe reflections” 17 Tg 
IL reached Mr. Sinclair's houſe, juſt 
for the purpoſe of informing myſelf that 
all was fafe, when'l mass deſcribing 
to my mother, during our ſupper period, 


all the fairy nn 1 * o wang 1 
: ouſly raiſed. 2 3 28 4 3 


* 


8 my unſpeakable. edt 3 
I found Mr. Sinclair's family in the ut- 


moſt confuſion, My miſtreſs called me 
into the parleur; where, Wringing her 
$4.3 „ Ee 9 4 12 n. 5 


* 
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hands, and ſhedding abundance of tears 
We are all undone! Mr. Frank, 19 
ſhe, irreparably undone! the ſhip o 

board of which my huſband ee : 
och infinite property is loſt on Whats'- 
it's: name coaſt, ſome where near the 
Indies, and it will now be well, if, in- 
Read of the many thouſands, Mr. Sinclair 

| had beforehand, he can keep his legs and 
Fa his twenty ſhillings i in the pound. - 


But, 1 92 ſaid L whence all this 
| Aſire.? We -nſured, and- therefore 4 
have only ay ls at. the melancholy fate 
of thoſe poor individuals who. Ave * 


rides with the Wreck. 55 


Ol no ſuch thing reruened ſhe, 3 | 
y Ns zinclair, truſting to the me ot 
the year and che goodneſs of the veſſel, is; 
was tempted to fave that expence, and * 
can repeat we are all undone. n 

Undone, indeed, ſaid L if : cx _ e ̃ 
. SGracious heaven! (turning from 


ber with horror, for the N 25 


8 * f + 
el 14 15 * f E 


*. © 
& ; ; 


me to bear this ſevere ſtroke. 5 


i news flies with rapidity. | One of 
Mr. Sinclair's ſervants had conveyed. the- 


news of his maſter's misfortune, to my 


mother's knowledge, before I could. arrive - 
to break it tenderly; and therefore as 1 
1 rapped at the door my heart died within 


me from the bare apprehenſion of our 


melancholy rencounter, But I knew lit- 


tle of the fortitude ſhe poſſeſſed, Phe 
table was decked out with. an unuſual air 


of chearfulneſs, and her countenance was. 


ſo perfectiy correſpondent that I doubted: 
"the truth, of my intelligence, and became- 


doubly. diſtreſſed at the necęſſity I wha 
under of being the * OO: of ſucks 


8 . dreadful aiogs. 


2 


What a novice you are, Frank, © i 
2 looking with peculiar-kitidneſs, upon- 
eme, in the ſchool of human viciſſitudes ?! 
I read your; mind in your face; you ate” 


1 0 find- nie unaffe. 


| the: leaſt concern on my account). each 
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. change chat has ſunk. you into deſpond- b 
ente; but J will tell you the light in which 
"I conſider it. It is now only a few years 
| fince you was a poor lirtle forlorn boy, 
and 1 an underling work- woman. Your 
Induſtry and your merit drew you out to 
a more pleaſing as well as a more advan- 
| tageous ſituation: fortune was inclined 
for a time to ſmile on you; but believe 
| me e ſhe 1 was no leſs your friend than i in the 


the AA of her Wera n | 

"truths; and moſt probably, on her firſt 
deſertion, have been finally Joſt, The 
Principal, part of what vou had obtained 

18 certainly ſwallowed up; but then you 
have experience, and will neyer in future 
ly on the prudence or veracity of any 
1 an in points that ſo immediately concern 
| Four as. the: inſurance of your whole pof- 
ſeſſion ; not that I am inſinuating the 
ſcnalleſt reflection on your conduct. You 

| could 9k Tuppol that Mr. Sigel, Who 

DUET”: 8 1 Was 


— — 
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was ſo much more abundantly intereſted 
than yourſelf, would have omitted that 
eſſential ſtep ; Fs you ſee the weakneſs . 
and the confidence of the human heart, 

and how readily, to preſerve a trifling cer- 
tainty, we expoſe ourſelves to the moſt 
formidable uncertainty. You muſt now 
begin the world again, without ever ſtop- | 
ping ta look back, except in inſtances 
where your experience Suit be ſalutary; 
' and, as we can no longer bear the expence 
of a houſe, it is my advice that we imme 
diately conform to the neceſſity» of dur 
circumſtances, as it is the wr chende we 
ning them. be 


by ſubſcribed without wes "nd 

ve notice the very next morning to my 
landlord that I wiſhed to quits when an 
eligible tenant preſenting himſelf, he was 
accepted in - my ſtead. A broker was 
called in to purchaſe our ſupernumerary = 
furniture, ak we aſcended #&twopair'of 
"we 9 in anew 3 By 


„ My 
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- Þ My continuance at Mr. Sinclair's be⸗ 


came impoſſible; for notwithſtanding his 


- _ . begleft was the fole cauſe of my reduced | 
Finances, he had ſo ſtrange a nature as to 
. endeavour to make advantage of it. 1 


yo required to be cloſer in my attend- 


ance at the compting-houſe; the ſervants 


were permitted, nay, encouraged, to treat 
me with diſreſpect; and it was hinted to 
me by my miſtreſs, that as things were; 
_the- did: not ſee why I might not dine in 
the kitchen, and let one trouble ſerve. 
I uitted the houſe with indignation, and 
bad my mother's applauſe, as I had re- 
| ceived, what even ſhe called, 1288 cauſe 1 


; LY : bor reſentment. 4 


1 


It gcex ret 1 that in al to dib f 
* my chagrin, the moſt likely method 


would, be to get myſelf appointed rider 
to ſome eminent wholeſale dealer; The 


friend who had recommended me to Mr. 


Sinclair ſoon | accommodated me to my 
5 * — nin ene 


* * — 8 7 ; $ 1 . ff ee 
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train as to leave little or no trouble in the 
tranſaction of them, I reſolved in the 
courſe of my journeyings to ſtody the 
French language, from conceiving th 

knowledge of it might one day or other 
be highly ſerviceable to me. But the 
fatigues of travelling at the inclement 
| ſeaſons of the year ſoon determined me to 

renounce my undertaking ; and having 
formed an acquaintance with a certain 
noßbleman's ſteward, by accidentally fall- 


"By ing into his qe at one of the inns, 


he talked much of the profits and conve- 
niencies of his poſt, and perſuaded me, 
as I amply underſtood figures, that it 


. would not be difficult to obtain a fimilr 


ST l 


There was S Sn at eat 
In the proſpect. Ie minds, I con- 
ceived, muſt be liberal ones; and Mr. 
Sinclair's behaviour had given me ſuch 
horrid impreſſions of the former, that 1 
* into "the: error r of over. rating the lat- 

. Fa | . | _ | 


, 
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ten. I. was, however, called to ets 

proof of the eligibility of this place of 

truſt, and the e * wee a. 
able « connexions, 


But how was I diſtteſſed when I "AY 
e that my emoluments, inſtead of 
| being the honeſt reward of my labours, 
| were all to be derived from exactions on, 
or colluſions with my maſter's tradeſmen 

Were their bills of ever ſo long ſtanding, 

I was, after the example of my great 
pfredeceſſor, to demand poundage; or, 
could 1 prevail on my 1 to exchange 
an old for a newly opened ſhop, a pre- 
mium was then to be my certain fee. 
Conſulting my mother, ſhe confirmed me 
ſo ſtrongly in my deteſtation of the prac- 
tice, that I at length began to be ſmoked 

For a fanatic that would ſpoil all the fami- 

lies into which I had an opportunity of 

- Introducing! myſelf. My day of office 
neyertheleſs continued until 1 had formed 

i e extenſive cones of acquaintance, had 


"36; made 
0 ke: 2 Pe 


— 1 — 
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made a Uttle liſt of the names," marridges, 
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and inter-marriages of moſt of the firſt fa- 
miilies at the weſt end of the town, as alſo 


of the eonſanguinities and favoutitiſmis of 


the lower orders of them, which, thougly 


done merely, for my amuſement, I have 
fince been tempted to conſider as the: re- 


ſult of a kind of a ſentiment of its future 
utility, as I muſt confeſs, and with more 


conveniency paved the way to a knowledge 


* 4 


of their affairs, and in an unſpeakable de- 


gree contributed to fix . e 
the character I afterwards aſſumed. 


My friend the ſteward Nenad el ; 
affected towards me in general for à long 


time, though he would often ridicule my 
| ſqueamiſhnel and ſelf-deſertion'; but o 


one of my maſter's tradeſmen's remon- 


ſtrating to him on his uſury, and propoſing, 


me as a worthy example of lenity and 


 - benevolence, leſt the evil ſhould- ſpread 


Widder, he found it incumbent on Him to 


: . Ebel me to mr. Lord as. 4 "Kllow far 


* 
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too meek and too religious to be fit for. 
0 xent-gatherer; and I was: abruptly: diſ- 
charged, without ſo much as being favour- 
ed wich either a copy of my * 
or once heard i in my own juſtification 
My Lord had many ſmgularities : in- 
a in · his conſtitution, he did not mix 
greatly with the beau monde, and, poſſeſ- 
fing a turn for reading and reflection, his 
houſe was rather the aſylum! of learned 
indigence than the revel of | nobility. His 
perſon, though far from handſome, was 
ſtriking; I frequently overheard him ſighg 


: profoundly, and ſometimes ſurpriſed. him 


In. contemplating a miniature picture with 
à tender diſtreſs that compelled me in- 

ſenſibly to ſympathize. with him. Some 
ſaid he had loſt a miſtreſs, others, a be- 
loved wife; but the particulars. of the: 
affair I was unable to collect without be- 

traying a degree of curioſity that I could 


not ſuppoſe would be recomimendatory of 


me. But as all benevolent characters ATE 
* butt . ne and the 2 of 


FO RTUNE-TELLER: ik. 


wickedneſs, it is aſtoniſhing the. i 


— 


and the applications that were hourly. pre- 
ſented to his Lordſhip. I had the honour 
of being deputed on many embaſſies, and 
made reports that, from the emotions they |. 
produced, did much honour to his ſenſi- 
bility ; bur with all our caution and cir- 
cumſpection, we were frequently the dupe 
of artifice and the bubble of deception z 5 


and what hurt me inconceivably on the 
_ occaſion was, that the innocent were ſure 


to ſuffer for the vilty. With reſpect to 
the largeſs and donations I alſo: proved 
myſelf an abſurd/ fellow; for I was a no 


lels faithful ſteward to the unhappy than 9 
to my Lord, and can affirm I never en- 


tered a ſingle fhilling-in my books amongſt - 


the charitable charges, that had not been 3 
expended, though received many uſeful = 
hints, that all wiſe men went macks n 


Y 


matters of that nature. Corgi cs 


But during my Ampel in WY bly 


: aan 1: OOO 0 have been brought 2 


FW | inte : 
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imo an ugly ſcrape. I have already ob- 

1 ſerved that nature had been no niggard in: 

. my perſonal endowments ; and that I my- 
ſelf was too great a coxcomb not to im- 
Prove her benefits to the beſt advantage. 


* 1 0 . 


A woman of faſhion, 4 married moman,. 
and nd a diſtant relation of my maſter's,, was - 
pleaſed. to make very favourable. mention 

of me, and I could perceive whenever 
chance did throw me in her way, took 
vifible pains to detain me beyond the 
| bo oh perjod, for receiving, her com- 
mands, . or; delivering any meſſage 1 Was 
charged with. But notwithſtanding my 
education had been a peculiar one, 1 had 
not the remoteſt conception of right ho- 

| 8 impudence, or once ſuſpected 

tat a woman in any ſphere, except actu- 

Au walking the . could ſo: far re- 

3 nounce her ſex, as to become the ſeducer. 

I was, however, ſoon convinced of my 

error; a billet-doux, conveyed 1 know- 
Goa © hom, and and * * know. not. "whence, 
TO Nas , 


/ 


— 


'  FORTUNE-TELLER, 6) 
vas throwth in my way; containing a whole 
fring of ſarcaſms on my dullneſs and 
ſtupidity, and intimating in ſo many 


terms, N 1: had Frogs 0 ares to n 
ceed. t Ferdi Kr Err e 


1 il 


"I, as, Þ 7 2; [novice e at 8 | 


22 


ters, that min 28 and re-examined = 
the uperforiptign, aagining that ſo ex: 
traordinary an ; addreſs. could never be to 
me: but Iwas convinced that whatever 
Was the motive, Mhether joke or, 10 5 
the note. had fallen i tene ands 
| 5 was int n. ed for.. 31 2118 N 117 iis {Tt 


A few days 8 as if the ice had 
now been broke, I received another and 
5 another in more explicit terms, until it 
was impoſſible for me not to diſcover who. 
the fair Incognita, muſt, 15 but perhaps . 
L. hall ;be.. reckoned. a ſneaking. pitity 
| wretch, hen 1 confeſs, = inſtead o 
being flattered, I was alarmed and. dif: 
guſted by the circuraſtanee,. and Was re 
e per to be the bireling gallant, 


0 * ; * F 
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any. woman. in the univerſe. A bad wo- 
man is not eaſily thrown out of "ink train. 
The Lady, having advanced thus far, had 


too much ſpirit to recede; an interview 


was contrived, in which, I ſuppoſe, 1 
made a very contemptible figure in the 
Lady's opinion. But really had no in- 
clination to be run throt 2h the body. by 
my Lord for 'diſhonouting his family; 
and there was fomething ſo unlike a man 


of ſpirit to ſubmit to be kept, that I was 


| determined to ſtand clear of a connexion 


that was beyond meaſure diſgraceful, hu- 
miliating and dangerous, WORE ever ad 
Ls e it. TX 2! 5 15 20 * 55 5 R 


| 1 ke Lady was lag mean and 
deſp icable wretch were the epithets with 


BE akich ſhe loaded me; and ſhe bid me fly. 


her fight for ever. 1 was for obeying, | 
but ſhe would not part with me fo eaſily. 
And what, great Sir, faid ſhe, is the ih. 

my appearance ſo offenſive, that you will 


— 


eee * Tom 
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Aeparture from your chara&er, ſaid I; 
when you can thus forget what you owe 
yourſelf, i how can you wonder that 1 
ſhould' fail in the conduct I ought to pur- 
ſue? But, Madam, I am an unambitious 
man, and, however charming your perſon, 
have my prepoſſeſſions that will not per- 

mit me to ſet a juſt value on them; and 
as for the walk of gallants, diſqualified 


2 I am by education and ſituation, it is 


but natural that I ſhould be diſinclined to 
enter upon ĩt; beſides you are my maſter's 
relation, and — Begone, ſaid | ſhe,” o 
reptile ! you have at length taught me 


to bluſh for. my folly and meanneſs—Be- ' 


gone; and that ſober demeanour, and that 
allected OY of manners W 8 


pole, prove your 3 — niſhment, 


- Day after day was now 1 hk me in- 


: the moſt dreadful apprehenſions of mar- 
ing under the See of e 


Ease bor e 2 If oleh 


£44 #1 
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my own fafety Was enensbe . 4 
could not advert to the miſery any cala - 
mity I might incur would bring on my 
Helo ved mother, without unſpeakable an- 
guiſn. I Was, however, relieved by this 
Lady's running eff with an Kallen imme 
Guards, with whom, I believe, | 
continues t live abroad; 3 
that greatly diſturbed the peace of Lord 
 Melmouth's family, as che bad a very Ifin- 
cere regard for her. My mother was all 
horror gat this relation, exclaiming wick 
| che poet, from ee _ 
plicky-and innocence, 7 


EW there be fach, AY Kale 0 5 
x3 Bft pelce of lind“ Baia 5105 


2860 115 PHAREM m0 in 58. u 


| F 


had no influence hnmy münd, I would, 


for her ſake, avoid every ſtep that muſt 
involve me in danger and infamy. Tau 


5 ont Ino, Frank, ſaid the, the affection | 


FP heat You. ny then, for a 1 
vin yl behold me t . * miterädle 
_—_ TT "hair, | 


* 
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Hair, and. beating my boſom over your 
melancholy cork, from the double diſtreſs 
of having loſt the firſt prop of my exiſt- 
ence, and your being plunged ;into.eter- 
mit with all your ſins upon your head, 
Spare me, my mother, ſaid I, O ſpare 
my imagination ſo diſtracting. an idea! 
Then, my. child, ſaid ſhe, have pity on 
me; walk uprightly, that you may walk 
ſecurely; and never flatter yourſelf that 
the villain can lie long concealed, or taſte 
a moment's  heart-felt repoſe, Beſides, 
continued my mother, if you could for- 
get the moral duties ſo incumbent on every 
individual, can you 1 uppoſe your Camilla | 
would pardon either your vice or your 
.meanneſs ? A kept woman is, an ogious 
creature, abſtracted from every religious 
conſideration 3 how. then muſt loye pro- 
nounce on the mind of that man who can 
conſent to ſubſiſt an the wages of iniquiſ _ 
when ſo many avenues are open to; him 
for becoming an honourable and a uſeful 
| member of ſociety? This converſation | 


— — — —ę— 


7 5 | | was 
** * 0 ; : ; . 2 4 


52 FORTUNE. TELLER: 


previous, and partly ſubſe- 


was: p 


may, perhaps, prove ſome exculpation of 
my Joſephicality; for the life of a mother 


Was too great a ſacrifice to be made for 


quent to the ſcenes I have deſcribed, and 


any felf-intereſted gallantry or cenſurable 


"oy" — — My old friend the ſteward 
a 


da kindneſs for me, and therefore ſome- 
what reluctantly did me the diſ-ſervice 
1 mentioned; but finding me incorrigi- 


ble, he thought he was running a dread- 


ful riſque in ſuffering the man who was 


now maſter of a ſecret or two of his af- 


fairs, to remain on the ſpot, which gave 


him hourly opportunities of ruining him. 


Had he indeed known my heart, he would 


hape been perfectly ſatisfied z but his 
on conſciouſneſs operated 1⁰ forcibly 
on his peace of mind, as to amount, 
in his opinion, to a tacit evidence of 
_ * _ *my having him in his power; and to 
. . nd me Aa rr the Tole a8 25 his | 
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MV Lord was a man of very uncom- 
mon principles both with reſpect to hu- 
manity, juſtice and benevolence. I have 
often therefore wondered how he could be 
prevailed upon to ſend me from his houſe 
with ſuch cruel Precipitance, as he Was 
wholly unſuſpicious of his fair relation's 
bold partiality for me. I have, neverthe- 
leſs, ſince that time, been abundant! 
taught, that if we would avoid error, 
muſt not W 8 to try the actions Uh 
Lord at a common tribunal; for that, like 
1 they are ſo ſurrounded by che mer. 
cenary and the deſigning, that trum 
ſeldom reaches them, and unleſs impo- 
ſitions are of ſo groſs a dye that the Ralf 
blind muſt be ſtruck by them, | they'aite | 
_ compelled to rely on the repreſer 
thoſe who call themſelves their friends, 
and by certain ſcaſonable _ accommoda-. 
tions 8 e le hem 7 
e . | 2 2 Ap Sk 3 
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as, perhaps, more open to ſuch a 
ſtroke of. .generalſh aip. than. two-thirds of 
che young fellows. in the kingdom ; for 
my pride would not Permit me T0 deſcend | 
tothe uſual arts of Proving the good or 
M,opinion of my friends, VIZ. liſtening; 
by 4800), "OWN breaſt Was. free fro n un- 

| enerpus Schemes, 1 I. had not all that 
7 5 rompritude. in, detecting others, as might 
Have; 9 — n 425 TY 50 1 5 and 


1 1 . manner; for 
I ned that Mr. Berkley, 
When refuſing me a N was only 
Weng the great, where the rule is, if 

| ION Joje their favour, . you are expoſed 
ger 15 loſipg your hired . 
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ie Wurde Sete to auer 
kat in the circle of my new con 
nexions it muſt be the caſieft thing in 
nt” to obtain pe 2 
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73 
"My as I was a to *. one of ho moſt 
complaiſant and one of the moſt agree- - 
able of ſtewards, and my old friend never 
attempted , to. impeach my probity, 1 
thought, n de no impediments could . poſſibly 
be in che KL of my. preferment; judge 
th den Q aſtoniſ} ment, when on viſit- 
8 Alt oy houſes where only a few days 
before I had been a moſt welcome gueſt, 
I found myſelf, received with that chilling 
air_of diſtance and. cold regard, Fhave | 
lince been informed ever awaits the cour- 
tier when, tumbled. from the eminence of 
payer: , Shocked, and confuſed, I made 
Ri precipitate, retreat: 3 and, reſolyed to | 
11 90 my ſenſibility from. every thing of 8 
Kind Be 1 5 1 Lhd, a final; 
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4 fatal new ſcene. "The vanity 71 bumap 
Apendance. An abſurd reſolution, which 
is hoped the reader is too well-bred 
to approve, and too well. e ts 


_ Imitare. 
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T Again got into a cpa gol fe; but 


the toil was ſo great, and. the profits . 
| EY inconſiderable, that I was almoſt at 
my wits end, when a ſudden illneſs which 
ſeized my mother ſealed up my lips for 
ever from complaining of common miſ- 
fortunes, and ibent my ſoul, With itreſiſt- 
ible force, to an ack nowledg gement of the 
power, and a ſubmiſſion | ro "the: wil of 
Heaven, 


As my whole thats were 8 
by her danger, I ſpared no expence for 
ber accommodation; and, as 1 Was ſo | 
| —_ as to have a fer of mercenaries 
SAH9 8 4 about 


-F 


„ 4 
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about me; my | pockets were pretty well 
drained before I had even the confolation 
to hear ſhe was ſafe; Our ſlender finances 
now began to ſtare me in the face; and, 
to add to my mortification, I found it 
neceſſary to frequent thoſe money - ſnops, 
called pawn- brokers, in order to ſecure 
her from a knowledge of our ſituation, 
which I was conſcious ſhe could ill bear. 
At. length ſhe recovered; but recovered 
only to join her tear with. mine, at the 
deſited cen of the evils 1 had 
ron freer? for her ſake. 55 n 


Il vas how almoſt ten years ſince 4; 
had ſeen | my father, and I had attained | 
the four-and-twentieth of my age, when Ml 
accident threw me into his way. A bad = 
bill, which I received in the courſe of IM 
buſinefs, was proteſted; and he had tze 
ſettling of the affair. My, father beheld © - 
me for ſome time with, viſible emotion; Ml 
then whiſpering i in my ear, defired 1 Laie 
attend him in about a "RE of * 
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and ſhake of my companion; for EY 
terviem muſt be a private one. 1 thought 
it was moſt prudent not to mention ſo in- 
tereſting a rencounter to my mother, until 
the equally intereſting viſit was over, and 
was accordinglynot only ſecret but punc. 
Poe x eee, WEST n $2 


10 rod & Ti A 
OP rank, aid my 0 Is it poſlib ble 30 
can, have forgot me 1b en foldi 3g 
F Arms. . me, he. ſeemed; to hate 7 55 
Poeten! os ac 8 I ha believed 
him capable o 15d 20k flgucndt ann 
eve hin e aa I pras 
ed: into, communicativenels. by his 
very, Kind behaviour, af all. the difficulties 
I had paſſed. through, of, my mother's 
r 
5 render attachment to Mig Berkley. Bar” 
Idee you are fill a fob, id he, as 
What ſternly; but TL wilkvifit t your mother, 


and make both her and yo6u*Tome pro- 
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My mother, from her regard for me; 
Wera in this unexpected advance, but 
told me, that ſhe herſelf coul never con- 


| {ent to owe a maintenance to the man chat 
had ne We: nth with 


2 11 


4.3 17 


ance ene; it was no 500 eher | 
therefore that my father pronounced her 


much improved, notwithſtanding ſome of 
| the languor of her aa from her late 
1 eee 5 


y * * R 2 Koda > bf 4 
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XJ Sit, ſaicl ne, Our er cbt : 
for the purpoſe of looking back to what 
1 haye been, but forward, for my child's 
advantage. J have ſpited'hs ainsin'the 
1 cultivation of my own manners, in order tb 
enable myſelf to cultivare his; and — 
| you find us leſs happy in our circuit es 
chan formerly, our minds, inſtead of be E 
ing funk or contaminated, are önly bh. 
ch the more firm in integrity, and fo: 


— aa 
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much the more ſettled in i their abhorrence 
of turpitude. NI [2 901 


I could perceive this EE EY 1001 
pleaſing, but he had too much art to be 
thrown off his guard. After many pro- 
feſſions of generous intentions towards 
me, he intimated that I ſhould go abroad. 
My mother ſtarted, and I own, I myſelf 
wh ſhocked * Fae "rm; of ing * 


1 Man er Ae ated wy elchentz 
RR us hear, faid the; Frank, what this 
gentleman will do for you. 1 have never 
_ hitherto ſeparated myſelf from your for- 

tunes; . ſhall not be a haue of cli- 


. My father gave me a Kley pound bill, and : 
bid me/inftantly, provide a more conveni- 
ent and reputable lodging, graciouſly add- 


3 5 | ing, that if 1 behaved to his ſatisfaction, 


| 4 W e 4: death. 


1 ſhould receive the ſame half-yearly as 
long as he lived; and that he ood do a 


11 
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Hope once more began to dawn upon 
my heart; he ſaw it, and ſeemed to enjoy ö 
the pleaſure he had communicated. Go, 
my boy, ſaid he, you. will not be long 
in your ſearch, and I will beg a diſh 
of coffee in the mean time; but I on 
. ſhould wiſh to ſee: your apartments be- 
fore you: fix, if you are diſpoſed to oblige 
me. I left my father and mother together, | 
and ſallied forth with the utmoſt alacrity 
for the purpoſe of "NY this very 
b Piening commiſſion. 0 45 1 


On my return, 1 Wes within c 
little more than five - and · twenty minutes, 
TL found. my father gone, me Sante wh | 
eyes ſwoln la with tears. 404 e 


My Frank; "ſaid the, ms may 10 ad 
ceive yourſelf born to be the l of fot- 
tune, when even my fortitude is ſhaken; Wn 
hot only prove”! my child” on this ohe . * 
fon, and my heart ſhall bleſs you, tay, 
we ill til be happy, Your facher is 'a 
teh, and IP pounds you have: 


EZ received 2 
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received from him muſt be-i immedidrely 
returned. It ſfiall be done faid: I; nor as 
Iwiſh to be informed of::your motives ; it 
is ſuffiaient that you think it neceſſary for 
me to ſubſuribè toł it > Bury my mother, 1 
have unfortunately broke into it for what 
Econceived to be a few neceſſaries; and 
Is fear our only means for repaiting the 
damage; will be Parting with our litfle 
remaining effects, and going intd' reddy- 
j nul lodgings:> . to Aegi 203 407 - 


tt Niro 05 Kill gle; | 


Judge, Frank, cried the, with great 
Aiſbtogioltre, Judge" Betreeft us! our 
intetview with your? Farhir,” he's C- 
feflk&'Fo thie,”t eningly accidental, 
was in conſequence” G hes matiagement. 
9 2 et oh wb ontwgraggn  KPEW me, 
and-rraced: Ly 995 nd, af he is, un- 


q open, 555 e ent marriages, would, 
fing, bis. w dae hade: me 
fat there Napld be, neither. Fare, 


1 7510 0 in g rene zl gf oun conngxion,,, 1 


. ape h e W Wee 
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have ſpurned his baſe ſcheme. You was 
to be ſent abroad until his wife ſhould hap- 2 
pen to die, and ſhe-is, he tells me, in a 
11 when, he aſſured me, he 
would re- marry me; and, as all that 1 
eould object to would be only: known to 
ourſelves, he thought, for your. fake, I = 
ought to comply, if 1 had- ſtill ſo much MY 
romance left as to deſpiſe the promoti 1 
| of my own intereſt. The knowledggyqu” 
hhaxe of my principles. muſt enable ] = 
3 Kaen ſome judgment of my conduct. He 
left me with the bittereſt ĩimpregations , 
and 1 conjure you to deliver yourſelf.our 
of his power, by delivering bim up what 2 
Was intended, inſtead of. A; paternal: Sift. 
for the Wages: of. your, mother 850 iniquity. | 3 
Never was ſum made up With fek -' 
Leagerneſs as this fifty pounds, though to 
place a man in the moſt promiſing of .. = 
ſituations. I encloſedi it in a blank paper. 
5 ordered che bearer to inſiſt on a receipt, re. 
We 00 thus the mareer terminated, | 
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en H A P. IX | 
1 3 PS Mr. 1 method of 
_ writing, to elevate and ſurpriſe, and leads 


1 the-reager very naturally on to what be 
T7 1 0 e the en Uu 20 


16 s all e of ae are CE : 
141 five; fo, from the little eminence we 
Had attained, adverſity had ſo cloſely pur- 
Is ſued us, that we were now reduced to a 
1 very low ebb. As to my part, I was 
clearly convinced, and fo I ventured to 
dell my mother, chat however righteous 
dealing might be advantageous with reſpect 

10 rar; it was of the moſt baneful 


cot nend £0: our temporary ſucceſs. 


- Father, for example, ſaid 5 what 
55 3 does he not poſſeſs, without a 
24 72 fngle Temorſe either with regard to the 
zcquiſition or expenſion ? But enumerating 
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alarmed, I affured her I was better ſatis- 


fied with. my. diſtreſſed. ſituation. than the 
moſt proſperous infamy could render me; 
and it was agreed on both ſides, that we 


ſhould. more largely diſcuſs the Oe when 
we met at ſupper, ; 


My mother, now more than ever r con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of beating the 
ſhilling wide, took a walk to a certain 


"market for our little proviſions. In goin 


down a lane, the very ſubſequent after- 
"noon to the above converſation, that was 
calculated for the reſidence of your pre- 
ternatural genius, ſhe had a bill of in- 
formation pur into her hand. ; 


o * 
f > 


In onder diſfipate:for'a mornin, di 


in hopes of picking out ſome: ſubject of 
amuſement for me, ſhe opened it, and read - 
that on or near that ſpot dwelt a celebrated —_ 
_ Sibyl, alias, a female F ortune-teller, who ; | 
reſolved all lawful queſtions in | 
Her. cu wee was now Toy and, as. 
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her anxiety: or my eſtabliſhment was in- 
eiting her to catch at every thread, ſbe 
Was determined to Walk up and take a 
view of the occupation, as ſhe could not 
but be ſenſible of the emol uments of a 
Fortunecteller. Having climbed up four 
pair of dark ſtairs, ſhe was uſhered into 
a dark apartment, where, in a high- backed 
x chair, 2; Was ſeated an old figure, that, like 
Gays hag, appeared % haye a palſed 
bead and veins emboſſed; Who, notwith- 
ftanding : all the wretchedneſs by which ſhe © 
Was ſurrounded, .profeſied fo profound. an 
intimacy with che ſtars, as to he able for 
I} 1 L Pence to point gut the method. of. re- 
covering ſtolen goods, foretelling fatal 
and lucky days, and, in a word, inſtruct- 
ing whoever confulted her, how. to avoid 
thaſe tocks of miſery, on which it was but 
00 n had been ſnip- 
wrecked: : 1 = af f 10 UU Tan) 


8 ITED TR] 94 e 11 * ;Þ n : Lake. 


mw 'My mother, for ſome time ood motion- 
dels with  aſtopi & And is it poſſible, 


1 2 


* a , * 


1 


UNETELUER? 8} 
el "he; "mentally," that abſurdity 
itſelf can be lo abſurd as to imagine the 


page of Futurity is Alone unfolded” to de. 


plorable” ignorance and Aeplbrabſe indi. 
4 . —. dil "Though naturally of a chearful 
my mother had lines | too Faithful 


| 10 le feelings of "her heart, not to com- 


municate the proper cue to the ſagacious 
ſiſter. Madam, ſaidiſhe, after: duely pe- 
netrating the deep ſcerets: of the ſtars, vou 
have lately met wich ſome r ee 


hoop „ whit; diu 265; cnt ow 


"My m n ür © appeared * urpriſed,” DRY 


eri bene ISA b RP Blot of her obſervation, and 
_ waited F further” informa ation. 1 55 eaſy 
credulity, reſumed The, with reſpect to a 


unſaithful, his: affections ara ſtill youts, 


ef elke Found. with pte 


V e 


lover, has cauſedil all choceniafonturts of 
voun life but though! yow think him 


andꝰhe either has, orwill within theſe fe] «x 
Mays make youcarvidet. oof 0: ISIS; Hf © 2 
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woman's report and her cirumſtances mak-- 
ing her ſuſpect ſhe was known. Bur the, 
ſoon recollected herſelf, and conſidered 
what ſhe. ſaid as merely, common-place 
cant, where appearances juſtified the tale; 5 
| the therefore began to view the room Wit 


the ſame accuracy £ ſhe Hayes viewed i its ink | 
bitant. 3 


1 


1 2 


2 Thie 1 if as Aire condi 
come under that denomination, conſiſted 
of an old cheſt of drawers; ſunk as it 
. were into the wall, under a ſmall high 
window, a broken table and. two broken 
Chairs, a range of parti-coloured tea cups, 


an hour-glaſs, a pen and ink, ang, a my 
of diſmally dirty books. Le = 


Havi ving heard all ſhe could: dad: pre- 
| ſented her fee, ſhe was about to: retire for 
the accommodation of ſome other dupes 

that were impatient for admittance ;' when 
an alarm of fire, of which the: ſtars had 
not given their delegate the minuteſt inti- 
- agen, n both 1 ortune-teller and 
CREASING 77 | : 1 viſit tant. 
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viſitant into the greateſt diſtreſs. As it 
proceeded from the boiling over of a pot 
of pitch in the next garret, the flames 
inſtantly communicated themſelves to the 
very window of the room they were in. 
My mother ſhuddered; and as for the 
old decrepit creature, as ſhe had imagined: | 
he Sibyl to be, for whoſe ſafety: as well as 
her own, ſhe had felt much concern, ſhe 
was thrown into ſuch agonies that ſhe fell 
to tearing off ſome: half dozen rags, which 
ſhe ſeemed to conſider as an incumbrance, 
and proved herſelf a ſmartiſn middle -· aged 
woman; when falling on her knees, ſhe 
began to deprecate the divine vengeance 
. confeſſion of all her tranſgreſſions. 


My mother, who, notwithſtanding her 
Garpriſe and terror, was tolerably collected, > 
adviſed her to riſe and ſeek her ſafety. by 
flight ; and intreated her to ſhew her the 
way out of the houſe. The ercature 
thought the advice much too wiſe to be 
by: made for the door, wholly  _ 

1 75 negleck- 
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negle&ful of lier books of learning; and 
my mother, for the mere purpoſe of pre- 
ſerving them from the threatened confla- 
gration, ſnatched ſome of them up, but, 
in her fright, like other friends in ſuch a 
ealamity, having gained the ſtreet, ſhe 
made a property of what the faved- 
_ When: returned home in the evening; 
low in pocket, dejected in ſpirits, and 
with a father's curſes on my miſerable 
head, I found her deeply engaged in read- 
ing the works ſhe had ſo whimſically' pot 
ſeſſedl herſelf: of; and, to my great fur« 


f _ the! ſmiled on me as Fentered'; for 


were now leſs frequently inter- 


| changed between us than at Os: other 


| period. af our exiſtence. ; 
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„I told her e m 1 Was Informed: my 


father bore my renunciation of him, and 
begged her, if poſſible, to point out ſome 
edurſe for me, confeſſing myſelf as unable 
to fix my choice, as to n a 2 
fltuation. 2115 01 SF a ib 
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Beondt diſcouraged, Frank, ſaid my 
5 mother, for I cannot help perſuading my- 
ſelf chat we ſhall ſtill acquire a very com. 
fortable ſubſiſtence, and that too without 
mueh labour or application. The world 
deceptions not a profeſſion. but preys 
more or leſsron Ee community. 3 * 
heneftyn Ras hitherto! been your crime | 
you will not nevertheleſs eden 5 7 
mother of wiſhing you ſhould: renourice 
it? ng; my child, you mall: only Be a 
hypoerite in appearance; inſtœad of prac- 
tiling after che uſual manner; on realities3 
WE word; gu ſhall turm Forrgne=callee;” 
ITROD 8 * 0 Ich Zw. * HOMg- eoomia 
„ Fortune: tel er! cl claimed h, ib a "7 2 
of aſtoniſhment; but Age never b 
ſerios on ee Lou are fo 
onge miſtaken , L need nor call upon-your 
recollettion. 10 bear,wicneſs ta, the; difficuly 
ties you, have. rauen en SN = | 
merited diſappointments you haye inc in 5 
red, though your utmoſt abilities — 5 


been able to carry you very little higher 
. chan 
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than a bare proviſion. Your father has 
- now found us out, and will not fail to 
perſecute us; your Camilla muſt be loſt, 
unleſs ſome happy means can be ſtruck 
out for the advancement of your fortune. 
However, not to dwell on minutiæ; be 
aſſured I have turned the matter over in 
| my mind, and can be very aſſiſting; but 

it is neceſſary to ſtart inſtantly, leſt ſome 
4 infurmountable impediment ſhould be caſt 
in the way: I am, moreover, of opinion, 
that, excluſive of our on emoluments, 
as we ſhall never lay traps for the un- 
—— dupe on per- 


nicious purſuits, we ſhall prove a conſi- 


. derable bleſſing to ſociety. ' She then gave 


me a detail of her extraordinary adven- 
tures in the morning, recommended her 
ſtolen authors to mV peruſal, "and it was 
_ ſettled before we patted'to reſt, thar the 
| e nent 8 thould' 25 our Es of # 
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uin a ww! book... 
di} 411.1147 To fy 
F 1 Jie, difficulty in IT a 
A convenient apartment, but no ſooner 
were my hand-bills begun to be diſtri- 
| buted, : and I to tremble, for my ſucceſs, 
than I received x" meſſage from, a cele- . 
| brated profeſſor i in the ſame pariſh, defiring 
to ſpeak with me. My mother . adviſed 
me to wait upon him : I own, ſaid ſhe, 
my curioſity i is much excited ; and though 


you ſuppoſe me to, have 2 large ſhare of 
the philoſopher in my compoſition, 1 
: would. all my life rather run into danger, 
than endure apprehenſion; for evils once 
known may be guarded againſt, but there 
is no ſecurity for our peace, W an un- 
known ſomething is thre 
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On my arrival J was inſtantly intro- 


duced into the myſterious cloſet, where, 
in a chair of ſingular antiquity, ſurround- 
ed with typical inſtruments, ſcrolls, books, 


xc, &c. ſat che magi, dreſſed in the moſt 


ſuitable manner imaginable for Kriking 


n minds with the 8 Mens: 


© Young 8 man. Lid he. P 5 5 Rave | 


a little To HREIE with 98 125 am in: 


222 


formed it 1s your, intention 0 adopt : my 


profeſſion. Was Fr ay .old, 1 oul 
be. glad” to tal an af ant; an you 
pethaps, would not "find. It, an ineligi ble 


\ Urcumiſtance to fall into buſineſs ready | 


4 eſtabliſhed to, your hands. | I was Fr 
aſed with e Propoſal ,, : E I, wh 
— Nt 41. 


* g 


* 


had 1o o far Cue” me LA to nvince 


| nt 19 CLE. 203 
Hirfifelf'T Was | intelligent, ne 1 red. me 
4 generous ſtip pend, and we! cloſed in an 

inſtant. 1 "My. new walter vas, TÞ | pleaſed 

with my mother's ap! pearance, - that he 
would have taken 2 handſame h. | uſe for 


1 


us, and furhimed it, in order to give us 


1 Con- 


FORTUNE-TELLER. gs 
conſequence, and enable us to form con- 
nexions; but my father was the bugbear. | 
A decent place was, therefore fitted. up in 
a private court, where we took. up our 


pcs infinitely to our ſatisfaction. 


N 


My buſineſs for the firſt ſix months _ — 
to pick up the names of moſt of the farmi- 
lies in London, watch them in agd out 
of their habitations, to make myſelf a- 
quainted with their perſons, and read the 
learned oracles of my maſter. A parcel 
of worm eaten books, which alphabeti- . 
cally told what fate attended ſuch and 
ſuch moments of birth, according to the 
days of the year, conſtituted the Alcoran 
9 my newly adopted faith, all 'of which 2 
1 peruſed with the moſt un wearied 
Cation. But the principal ijundtion 1 T4 
ceived from my great maſter was, to read 


1 - 


human nature, as he called it; in other "I 


Words, learn from the lines of the face to 
X tranllate the feelings of Our cuſt 


N this f te but s me x iba the en 
855 1 "mid | 


E247. 


— 


9 FORTUNE-TELLER. 
and accuſtom myſelf to remember what 
Kind of effect hope, diſappointment, joy 
and grief produced on the features. It 4 
was now that I found it beyond meaſure 
 _- beneficial to recur to the leflons of my 
early days; it was now that I firſt con- 
feſſed my obligations to my kitchen tutor- 
eſs; and I really became in a very ſhort 
time a very tolerable phy ſiognomiſt. It 
ir would not, however, have been inc umbent 
upon us to be thus guarded at all points, 
> only: the lower orders of the com- 
munity had conſulted the ſtars; but, as 
human nature is nearly the ſame in all 
individuals, their follies are pretty ſimi- 
lar, with this difference only, that the 
poor are open in their proceedings, from 
being ſelf dependent, the rich ſecret, in 
* to avoid the laugh of their ſenſible 
friends, and the imputation of abſurdity 
from their ſeveral acquaintance. In the 
- firſt. inſtance. very little addreſs was want- 
0g; to draw intelligence from. thoſe who 
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the ſhadow of probability was preſerved, 
ho matter for the ſubſtance. We were, 
indeed, | ſomewhat ' puzzled by interro- 
gations, reſpecting ſtolen goods; but, as 
a kind of collateral ſecurity for our repu- 
tations, we always foretold ſome little 
events, as, that lodgings would be en- 
quired for by ſuch and ſuch perſons, &c. 
&c. all which we took care ſhould be ve- 
riſied by ſending thoſe perſons ourſelves; 

ſo that if we were found fallible on the 
one hand, our preſcience was rendered 
unimpeachable on the other. In the lat- 


ter inſtance we were prepared from a 


knowledge of family and family con- 
nexions; inſomuch that our predictions 
generally paſſed current, even with our 


beſt cuſtomers, Who, notwithſtanding their 


ſuperior ſenſe and happier education, were 
no leſs effectually n upon than the 
moſt uninformed. 20 7 


be But as praftical phbedye has 9 0 
the advantage of 8 my maſter 
. 3 don 


8 FORTUNE-TELLER:: 
contrived to make me privy: to all his vaſt- 
tations thoug gh inviſible. A. ſiding wain- 


| 3 ſcot, which I ſhall more particularly de- 


ſcribe. hereafter, parted the cloſet of pre- 
ternatural wiſdom, from an adjoining one 3 
and, as, there were two or three conyeni- 
ent peep-holes left for the . 1 
was not only an ear but an eye: witneſs of 
every tranſaction. One morning, being 
duely ſituated, a young perſon very gen- 
teely dreſſed, but without any attendant, 
was ſhewn in to my maſter. On clapping 
my eye to the notch in the wainſcot, I per- 
ceived the young lady did not live many 
miles from Hatton-Garden, the place of 
my maſter's reſidence; for the apartment 
where he received his cuſtomers was me 
hired for their accommodation, and was 
only occupied at certain hours. 


Sir, ſaid the, 1 have heard 1 of 
| your fame; nay, to confeſs the truth, 
have made you repeated viſits. Lam now 
ene to bes you wil lculate e 


3 Fm 
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of a little liſt of perſons whoſe welfare 
I have much at heart. | 


Pleaſe, madam, ſaid my 3 to 
give me the neceſſary information, their 


age, as nearly as you are able, and I will 
ſatisfy you immediately. : | 


The firſt I would enquire after, fir, 
ſaid ſhe, is a woman of ſixty ; can you 
aſcertain how much longer ſhe will be | 
continued a bleſſing to ſociety? _ > 


Having examined into the wills of the 
ſtars. (though my maſter well knew who 
ſhe meant) why, madam, ſaid he, this 
good lady's life, unleſs ſome unlucky. ac- 
cident ſhould intervene, - will not be 'a 
ſhort one. How juſtly do you call her 
a bleſſing to ſociety, for her days are one 
' ſucceſſion of benevolent actions. There 
is ſome little danger that will await her 
about two years hence, either by land or 
water- carriage; but if great care is taken _ 
at that period, all is fair before hep una 5 
ſhe is upwards of ninety. Ty | 
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The ſecond: in my liſt, faid ſhe, is a 
young fellow of three-and-twenty ; what. 
have you to ſay reſpecting him? That it 
will be your fault, madam, if he does not 
obtain your hand. All is proſperous for 
Him, Contitued this divine oracle, and 
promiſing, except in the circumſtance of 
his love; but you either will not give him 
an opportunity of declaring himſelf, or 
have thrown cold water on his tender de- 
clarations. She bluſhed, and caſting her 
eyes down on the paper, the Ns _ 
the, is a man of fifty. 


My maſter made a due wanſe: Hum! 1 
Wia # Madam, ſaid he, this gentleman 
is your father; who, let me tell you, only 
waits your confeſſing your inclination, to 
approve it. He wiſhes to have your young 
friend for a' ſon-in-law, but is reſolved, 
leſt a regard for his happineſs, rather than 
_- affection for the object, ſhould determine 
|, you," if you knew as much, to remain 

3 * "I Toe fourth, 
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fir, ſaid ſhe, is a lad of eighteen, who has 
been at ſea ſome months. I am very 
ſorry, returned my maſter, / to tell you, 
you will never ſee him more. He is 
the only child of your uncle, and the heir 
of his fortune, and from little gaieties 
and extravagancies, ſent this voyage in 
order to reclaim him. The ſhip, I can 
aſſure you, has been wrecked, ' if not 
finally loft, but your coufin is of the 
number of . thoſe who have in all events 
| periſhed ; he will therefore be no farther 
_ to his family. r if OTOL 


I hope, bel ſhe, with much 1 
neſs, I ſhall have reaſon. to arraign your 
prediction, however I may be ſuppoſed to 
be an intereſted perſon; for, HIER | 
ing all his foibles, I verily believe he would 
haye made a worthy man. 55 have another 
boy I want to aſk you about; he is barely 
eighteen; will he, or will end not, be 
n, I . 455 
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Proſperous, madam, ſaid my maſter, 
n taken his peep into futurity, pro- 
vided his relations will have the good 
ſenſe to take him out of his preſent track ; 
for, believe me, he was not born to thrive 
in courts. He is well-bred, it is true, 

but he is ſincere z complying in his diſ- 
paſition, but he is honeſt. |Let his father 
therefore put him once on ſuch purſuits 
as are ſuited to his nature, and he will 
make a figure; but he is not calculated 
to bow at a great man's levee, or to be 
ſhouldered by the enterpriſing and un- 
* minions with which courts ever 
abound. I will endeavour, ſaid ſhe, to 
reap the benefit of the hints you have 
given me; for whether there is much ſu- 
Pernatural knowledge in them or not, 1 
am convinced they are much too wiſe to 
be - 88 45 chen "0, her foes 
and retired. - 


"That lady, 1 my 3 Ei 
the der do far as to enable him to ſee. 
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me, 1 hate known from an infant. She 
has an amiable heart, but from the pre- 
judice of 'education and a weakneſs of 


ſpirits, is inclined to rely too implicitly 
on my voice. Her mother died when ſhe 


was very young, and ſurrounded by fer- 


vants, our beſt friends and votaries, to- 
gether wich a falſe taſte in books, it is 
not extraordinary that [ſhould be thus 
favoured wich occaſional viſits. O bleſſed, 
cried he, may you and I well pronounce 


that imagination that firſt invented novel | 


Writing; but for chat our trade had never 
Hourifhed, nor would the reign of good 
ſenſe have failed gy e being reſtored 

in this kingdom, if literary abilities were 

leſs idiy exerted. I recollected the me- 
morandum 1 myſelf had made at Mr. 

Berkley's, reſpecting this. article, and: 

was complimenting myſelf. on. my diſcern- 

ment, when my maſter ſpoke as follows: 

Now, do dut for #''mothent;. faid he, 
ink what a mortification it would be to 

tv * and feeling a mind as Mais. 

TP” | TE Dart- | 
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Dartmouth poſſeſſes, if ſhe could have an 
idea of the dupe ſhe is to my addreſs: 

but indeed, it aſtoniſnes me, that in the 
general, people who are barely able to 
diſtinguiſh that two and two is four, 
Mould have either the abſurdity or the 
impiety to believe that we garreteers are 
alone the voice of futurity. Mark well, 
however, the periods and the kind of 
characters that are moſt liable to this 
wild infatuation, and you will find. 


4 with, very few. exceptions, that it is the 


men and women: who are on the point of 
doing ſome very ridiculous or unworthy 
action, that are for ſeeking a ſanction from 
the ſtars; and the youth, who from a 
want of knowledge conceive every where 
to be fairy ground, and have not the pa- 
| Lience to wait the ſlow advaneing moments 
that are to give them to their wiſhes. 7; 
With the firſt. you muſt therefore render 
the ſtars wholly ſubſervient to their hu- 


wour, and, with the latter, the ſole. dif- 


Des: af tender conneniona, unleſs in 
A an 
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an -inſtance or two, where, from an ac- 
quaintance with the party, you may be 
incited to play the mental phyſician, and 


eradicate a diſeaſe, which it 1s otherwiſe 
our intereſt to cheriſh. | ; 
> he next perſon. who w was 3 
was a woman of fortune, who alſo hap- 
pened to be known by my maſter. She 
had ſix fine children; and ſuch had been 
the confidence of her huſband in her pru- 
dence. and principles, that he had lefs both 
them and his poſſeſſions at her mercy 3 
but, as an additional teſtimony of the 
danger of power, ſhe was then on the 
actual point F; ei her Journey 


485 
man. : . x þ VI. CITE ES 11417. 


Madam, aid wy: walter! at __ 

| Had exchanged proper compliments, ybur 

thoughts are at preſent turned on a change 

of condition; but take care, there 18 
much hazard in the ſtep. The man you 
kave choſen for the ſuceeſſor of your de- 
mm” huſband and dhe father of yöür 
4 e . 
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children, might, without a miracle, have 
been your own ſon. Nay, never ſtart; 
you may flatter yourſelf, but the ſtars are 
no flatterers. I muſt be plain with you 
therefore, and tell you, that in his heart 
* he thinks meanly of you; thinks that the 
woman who does not love her own chil- 
dren can love nothing in exiſtence, and 
| that very uncommon credulity is tindeed 

- neceffary to believe, that ſhe, who can be- 
tray fuck tender dependents, could be 
faithful in any engagement. At preſent 
your children venerate you, becauſe at 
preſent your children have no idea of the 
tale handed about. However, if you are 
rather diſpoſed to try an experiment than 
truſt my report, only talk of ſettling the 
cgeater part of what you have on your 
young family, and you will ſoon diſcover 
the ſnare that is laid for you. Now, do 
not let your happineſs be ſacrificed to pre- 
ſerve your vanity from a ſhock, but com- 
fort yourſelf that the mortification will be 
"ny: * on this fide matrimony, 


* 


on the n whole life, ” 

nr ſhould: then only reach you of 
the truth of my prediction, muſt prove an: 
unremitting ſucceſſion. of miſery and ſelf- 
reproach::; She hung down her head in 
diſconſolation; profeltd herſelf alive to 
the-feclings of nature, but love, ſhe ſaĩd 
In: juſtice. to. yourſelf, at leaſt,. ſaid my 
maſter, diſcover: whether it is reciprocal, 
and the ſtars will. bleſs. your union; bur: 
never teach any man a» dangerous. leſſon; 
againſt yourſelf, by abandoning thoſe that: 
have an undeniable claim to your pro- 
| tection. She curtſied, retired,.. and pro- 
miſed , ſhe would think of; the: matter. 
There, ſaid my maſter, puſhing aſide the: 


' utter, there goes one of thoſe ſoft-na-- | 
tured females who would: tell. you: 1 


OT „ „„ n 
7 2 1 PREY 


| * hat if weak wo Muhen Fa A : | etl . 
| Their ſtars are more in fault chan they. 


- And yet, as you perceive, ſhe has walkedl . 
fall forty years without leading: ſtrings. 
Jax ſenſe enough to kno/ that Water would 
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_ drown her, and fire burn, though ſhe does 
not fuſpect that when ſhe has forgot the 
maternal character, ſhe muſt hope for very 
little conſideration; and that if her chil- 
drens proviſion was not ſecure in her 
hands, that is ſtill leſs reaſon to ſup- 

poſe it ſhould be ſecure in the hands of a 
fellow, whoſe only view for marrying her 
is ſelf. advancement; and who will, even 


at laſt, think he has received I . 
18 * the purchaſe of his n 


The tinkling of a bell gave us notice 
'* that it was neceſſary I ſhould become in- 
vilible. Two ladies requeſted to be ad- 


* 
A 


mitted together, and my maſter indulged 


them, though he gays. made 1 it a a mighty 
favour. ZW | 


. 
* 


5 Sir, ſaid one of 3 a 5 CR 
looking creature, we beg you will tell us 
What the ſtars have determined reſpecting 

us, As our knowledge of rhe public was 

Pretty extenſiye, it was no wonder my 

Fo ies þ Nb Was, an. 1 ag tr 

ores ſhould 
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ſhould be ſeldom at a loſs wich reſpect to 
our bettermoſt cuſtomers. I obſerved his 
mind was deeply engaged; and having 

run through all the neceſſary preliminaries, 


he ſaid, he believed it would be moſt agree- | 


able if he was permitted to ſpeak to them 
apart. This they both declined; proteſt- 


ing that there was not an ation: of their 


lives they wiſhed ſhould be: concealed. It 


is neceſſary, however, ſaid my maſter, that 
I ſhould caution you not to run any riſques 


on this occaſion. The ſtars are often very 


uncivil, and reveal truths of the moſt in. 
tereſting and mortifying nature; would it 
not therefore be beſt The ladies were 
piqued, and dared him, from a conſcioufſ. 


offs of their purity, to ſpeak his worſt. 1 


Tou, madam, faid he, addreſſing t the 


ethett, ſince I am thus braved to the tel 

Twill no longer heſitate to tell you, enjoy 
all the reputation and all the N 
of a wife, without a ſingle claim to the 
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you conſequence. with che man you eien 
10; and his protection gives you conſe- 
quence with the reſt of the world. But 
you aught to have been leſs elated by i im- 
puted merit, than to have * ſuch un- 
welcome truths from me; and, that they 
are truths, your heart and your counte- 
nance bear me teſtimony. However, be 

aſſured you are ſafe with this. lady her 
friendſhip for you is too tender and too ſin- 
cere not to compaſſionate the misfortunes of 
vour nature; and though ſhe muſt be ſur · 
priſed to find a woman ſo ſituated capable 
of falling into the little affectations you are 
ſometimes guilty. of, yet ſhe would as ſoon. 
expoſe her on fame as yours to fuſpicion. 
There is, however, a feature in your cha- 
racter which you would do well to correct. 

Your huſband, as he is ſuppoſed to be, 
ürreſiſtible as you found him, has not I. 
the charms. for your female acquaintance: 
you are inclined to believe ; not that 1 ac- 
euſe you of Jealouly ; for inſtead of being: 
9 ng] are. delighted at. every fret 
7 diſco— 


— 
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difarrery you imagine you make of a grow 
ing inclination for him, becauſe every ſuch 
diſcovery appears to you as ſo many kind 
of extenuations of your conduct; from 
ſuppoſing that ſhe whO can be brought to 


betray any extraordinary approbation f 
a martied man, may, without a ſtrained. 
conſtruction of her principles, be though 


capable of going the very lengths yo 
have done, if expoſed to the fame temp- 


tations and the ſame opportunities. Be 


wiſe nevertheleſs, and never more harbour 
| ſo illiberal as well as ſo falſe an opinion, that 
there is no ſuch thing as purity on earth, 
becauſe you yourſelf have fallen from it; 


and take it for a rule, that ſhe: who is 75 


very forward in her ſuſpicions of unwar- 
rantable attachments, is the woman who 
50 experienced unwarrantable propenſi- 

| Beſides, ſhould you even conduct 


: — ever ſo dexterouſly reſpecting the 
World, it is very dangerous to let him, 
whoſe eſteem is of ſo much conſequence 72 


to you, perceive you ſo buſy 1 in leſſening 
> the 
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the conſequence of your ſiſter females, and 
conſtruing their innocent ſociety into ad- 
vances and invitations. The man vou 
have attached yourſelf to, you may in- 
- deed reſt aſſured, will never renounce 
you, for he pities your errors and honours 
your virtues; and, as his humanity is the 
ſeeurity of your happineſs, ſo his pride is 
of your accommodation; two of the 


—_ bal n could . on his 


For you, yoke © kids, faid my as 
turning to the other viſitant, I am confi- 
dent you will conſider this diſcovery as an 
_ uſeful leſſon. Men are fo cruel and fo 
artful, who ſhall ſay there is ſafety, except 
in ſhunring all opportunities of Impro- 
Priety, with the ſame diligence you would 
mun impropriety itſelf? for it is to the 

Full as often by a too great confidence in 

our own virtue, as by too great tender- 
neſs for the inſinuating object, that your 
1 is undone. Could it even with 
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probability be hoped that all men would 
be as generous ad the one this lady has 
met with, yet aſk her, and if ſhe is ſin- 
eere, ſhe will tell you, that a life of obli- 
gation and uncertainty is, at beſt, a pain- 
ful life, and expoſes the mind to a thou- 
fand unaccountable caprices and ground- 
leſs: alarms. Tou have a lover whoſe 
proſpects are promiling, and whoſe perſon 
is agreeable to you ; but your union would 


be unhappy. He has neither a ſimilarity 


of ſentiments, or; principles, but, adverts 
much more to che conyeniencies of your 
fortune than the companionablenels, of your 
| underſtanding ;. for he. is one of thoſe that 
imagine 4 home muſt be a dull inſipid 
ſcene, and turn all their ideas of mirth 
and conviviality t to tavern revels, &c. &c. 
The ladies retired with much 1s” vivacit 
than they entered, and my maſter bid me 
attend him to dinner. Fou ſee ſaid he, 
how my morning has been lle up; bur 


let me <onfeſs,-that though my nature is 


welt 9 I was ſhocked! at the 
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diſtreſs of my laſt viſitant; yet did ſhe not 
deſerve it; for though I am very far from 
thinking that all merit conſiſts in chaſtity, | 
I muſt think no good mind that is conſci- 
ous of a departure from its laws, can for- 
get or forgive itſelf that departure, much 
leſs ſtep forth the pattern of purity. Where 
conſcience puniſhes, I would ever ſpeak 
peace; but where that monitor is eyidengiy 
lulled into repoſe, I think it one's duty 
to gere it e remembrance. 


i lady,'y you molt know, is a Catho⸗ 
lick. and when 1 ' followed my profeſſion | 
of $f poets uch I even do now occalipn- 
y, ſoon after the Gcrifice of her honour, | 
| 940 5 who was privy to it told me the 
Whole affair in my confeſſionary. The 
circumſtances are beyond meaſure ſingular, 


the mode of Leduction—but r 


„„ 
he ſervant entered to inform us din- 
| ner was ready, and I never had. the curi 
gfity to enquire further into a EINER 11 
ee kind of 0 ohen. 
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CHAP. XI. 


| Genuine f mpliciy, genuine ol and 80 
g int 4 „ LN 

N Our rern to our office we fd : 
a ſervant-maid waiting for us, who 


was an entire ſtranger to us both. 


Your. age, young woman? faid my 
baer Twenty-three, replied ſhe. And 
pray, returned my maſter, in order to get 
the neceffary clew, what particular Lore 
| Hons do you with to have reſolved? 5 


Lou moſt know, ar, anſwered the gil 
with the greateſt SE: I want to- o p 
eee married. ner: Agi 


Hum! * eried my e why, le 
not ſo ſoon as you imagine. You are a 
bandſome young woman, and are for pick- 
ing and chooſing, is not that the caſe 
the could not my but it was, when you 
12 | have 
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have a very tolerable meer of ſet- 
tling yourſelf? 2 


- Yes: but then this had better views ; 7 
and every one ought to do the beſt they 

could for themſelves; and ſhe hoped 
ſomething would turn up much more to 
- "wor eg than ſhe wy mea reaſon 
„ 


My maſter now felt and The. fair 
promiſes of our ſex, my good girl, ſaid 
he, are little to be depended upon; and 
many perſons much older than you are, 
| and. much more experienced than you ap- 
pear to be, have been deceived: by them. 
But come, come, ſaid he, in a perſuaſive 
kind of accent, don't let ambition miſ- 
lead you; for, believe me, you will be 
much more happy if you marry into an 
honeſt working family, than you would 


bo in becoming your miſtreſs's relation. 5 


- 9 


Law! law! i the ſimpleton, 
SW. how could you find out, fir, that I meant 
1 5 ee Sink W bn ac 


ol 


* 
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O! hy don't you aſk me how I am 
able to reſolve any point? ſaid my. maſter. 
But furzly you can never intend to quit 
certainty for an uncertainty; and in order 
to give yourſelf a chance for being a gen- 
tlewoman, perhaps break the heart of a 
worthy lad, or ſend him to ſea, or drive 
him to drinking; but no matter what, 


for 1 ſee it would 29 an __ to his life 1 in 
L the long-run.” 


% 


For the love of God, aid wy tell me, {7 


_ fir, ſhould he got to ſea, youre, he ever | 


come ack © cr 
* 


That's quite ati alli, ſaid my 
| maſter, (finding himſelf rather poſed) 
that's, a queſtion that relates to him rather 
than to you; but if you wiſh to be ſatiſ- 


E fied, I will for EE mn em. ts 
r 0 


2 1 


No ſooner ſaid Han done. My maſter 


then told her a long ſtory of perils and | 
_ to > which 1. wo ld be "expoſed 5 


* 


; | and 


* 
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and concluded with aſſuring her that he 
vould be caſt away upon a deſart iſland. 
But I will defy th ſtars there, ſaid ſhe, 
jumping up, for we were out-aſked laſt 
„Sunday at Bow -· Church, and to-morrow 
morning, which is Sunday again, we will 
Be married, and he ſhall ſtay at home and 
work at his trade, and live to thank you, 
fr, for your kindneſs to us in letting us 
know how things would fall out, So 


fſaying, away ſhe hurried with the utmoſt 


precipitation. Only .obſerve, | ſaid my 
maſter, what havock ambition is capable. 
of making in even the moſt uninformed 


-/ ind: "This young 'wonkati, had not the 


advice of the conjurer otherwiſe deter- 


- _ mined her, would have foregone every 


Proſpect of happineſs for che gratification 

of herwanity. Thus, ſurely, he has proved 
" himſelf a moral man and a worthy mem- 

ber of ſociety ; for, though it cannot be 

denied that he eats the bread of deception, 

yet, does he not pay a valuable conſidera- 
tion for it, by * the people who give 
it 
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it him from follies and misfortunes, the 
| leaſt;of which is not the ſaying them from 

falling i into unprincipled hands, who, pro- 
vided they can fleece the credulous, are 
wholly regardleſs of the welfare or deſtruc- 
tion of | their (miſerable viſitants. Tou 
have ſeen, continued my maſter, ho- very | 
_ neceſſary it is in our buſineſs to be cauti- 
ous, When I-ſpoke to Miſs Dartmouth 
concerning, her 6 n, I ſpoke with Ger- 
tainty from the news 1 had picked up the 
| preceding, hour at the inks bouſs but, 
when this laſt lirtle Gmpleton aſked me 
about the fate of her lover, all unable as 
I was to gueſs whether he had or had not 
already quitted England, I was.obliged 10 
allow myſelf latitude to ſtand for What: 
ever port I found molt, expedient. But 
this — in the doubtful mood has, 
beſides, i its uſes, as it leaves ſomething for 
t Ye enquiring 1 mind to do, which ſeldom 
fails. to e een ſyllable, e e. 
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"Two young girls were now ſhewn into 
che dining: room, one of which was ver 
carneft to ſpeak with 1 rr JG 


HE 0 


Sir, aid the, 1 will he very y plain 1 3 
vou: I am on the. point of marrying; and 


I want you to inform me whether my 


change of ce will be - happy N 
miſerable. 


My maſter, 11 1 TT 4 at-⸗ 
tentively for ſome time. You coine, 
young lady, ſaid he, from Weſtminſter, 
She replied, ſhe! did. Your father is an 
apothecary. She ſaid, ſo indeed he was. 
And the man you are going to be married 
to has intreated you to Keep your intentions 

7 ſecret, for fear your father ſhould diſap- 
pProve your union. She could not deny 
but that was the very fact. How happy 
is it for you then, ſaid my maſter, that 
you have made me a viſit. Inſtead of 

tenderneſs towards you, his motives are 
the moſt diabolical imaginable. He has, 
| _— a wife and two children now in 

. LAG. 


” a 
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London, whom heis in treaty with to pur- 
chaſe their ſilence until he makes himſelf 


maſter of your fortune; nay, if you doubt 


what I ſay, let the evidence of your own 


ſenſes effect your preſervation, Go im- 


mediately with your friend to his lodgings, 


and 25 will find them together; but, as 


you value your future happineſs, never 


diſcover the means by which you received 


this intelligence; for much depends upon 
your n 0 5 Oe in Ho ff pap 
cular. gh 


"She d my mate.” in : 
accents, and, with a face as pale as aſhes, 
| faid, ſhe would do as he bid her; but it 
was nevertheleſs apparent that the (dear . 
perfidious one might have made his peace 
with her, had his crime been any other than 


having a wife o Pans . e 1 
"wm Haine. 148 $2. 4:44 32 bY 28 52 | 


13 1 Lats 


. You. was. not 3 "ae _ Hos 


0 8 ſo Pon AS, the retired, when the 


„ a, 


re credulous ſimpleton, | this villain's „ 
Vol. I. „„ | wife, —_ 
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wife, came to conſult the ſtars how ſhe 
ſhould act on the occaſion. 1 perceived 
there was ſomething out of the common 
road in the affair, and therefore exerting 
à double portion of artifice, contrived to 
ſuek gut her brains, as your wiſe ones call 
it, in Artie, When conceiving it was nat 

at all improbable the young lady might 
make me a vilit, I took a walk to her 
- father's thop i in Weſtminſter in the even- 
ing, where, in the courſe. of a few rrifling 
purchaſes, 1 was fo lucky as to get a fight 
of her as ſhe paſſed through to the Par- 
Jour, and have rendered myſelf the rr 
Auen of er > her run. 


e's "Ge the variety af, nt 3 re- 
8 * to our office were fortune -hunters 
of every age and denomination; but, to 
do juſtice, it muſt be acknowledged that 
che ſons of Hibernia were by no means the 
moſt conſiderable part. From France we 
Had hair-dreffers, e ee tooth- 
eee and 888 * no e, who 
eng TP, ee ran. 


** * 


1 
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were to a man ambitious of being confi: 


dered as petits comte in diſguiſe. My | 


maſter as much as fſible declined this 
matrimonial depredation; but diſcovering 
that women of fortune an education con- 

deſcended to take their footman for their 
conjugal protector, he wich leſs reluctance 
contrived to throw them into the arms of 
theſe beaux gar gons. There are certain 


diſparities which mark the road bx whith Ine 


they are ſurmounted.” If a lady Was Hot 
_ guilty of the moſt culpable departures - 
from character, would the Rripling' hired . 
to attend her Bod, preſume to look up to 
her as an attainable object? Ladies muſt 
not therefore, he would fay, charge events 


on the ſtars, which are the genuine reſtilt . 
of their own imprudence, or expect the _ 


world ſhould honour them, err the 
have ceaſed to honour themſelves. 


for example, a young girl, the pere ri 
maining iſſue of an ancient family, and - 


with a fortune in her own hands, of, os 4 


We pounds, beheld one of her PIR. .. | 
8 2 5 coloured 
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coloured. attendants with peculiar partiali- 
ty. Thefellow's figure was far from deſpi- 


cCable, his complexion florid, and his fea- 


tures very tolerable. Her maid pronounced 
her election of him a proof of her good 
taſte and excellent underſtanding. No opt 
nion appears ſo judicious as that which cor- 
reſponds with our own inclinations.” The 
fellow. paid my maſter a viſit ; infinuated 


i that he had made an important conqueſt, 
and promiſed a pair of gloves in return 


for ee Kindneſs he might be thought 
Worthy of. My maſter underſtood him, 
enquired the lady's age, &c. Her edu- 
cation ſtrictly moral, her connexions ele- 
gant, her endowments much beyond the 
common ſize. If the world will, ſaid my 
Maſter, let it be deceived. The lady, by 
3 artful management of her handmaid, 
| foon; found the way to our apartments. 


My maſter had his cue. Madam, ſaid 
7 ke, you have lately been ſeized with an 
| ee f fit of humility.” I don't un- 
5 i enn 
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derſtand you, fir, ſaid ſhe. © The lover 


you countenance, ſo far from being a con- 


genial individual with yourſelf, has neither 


birth, learning, fortune, nor any perſonal 5 


advantages to recommend him; but he is 
your taſte, and you will therefore call your 


election your deſtiny. Do you foreſee any 


obſtacles any clouds of unhappineſs for 


me? demanded ſhe, with * W N com- | 


F $47 


T As to qbitactes; madam, © to your union, 's 
there can be none, unleſs your own re- 
flection and good. ſenſe were to dictate 


them. You are miſtreſs of a large ſum vf 


money, have no relations to controul you, 


and may beſtow yourſelf where you pleaſe. 
With reſpect to happineſs, however, you 
| ſhall judge what you have to hope fer. 
This object of your preference, obſequi- 


ous as you may now. find him, will conſi- 2 22 
der himſelf as much intitled to lord it 


over you, as if he had lifted you, inſtead of 
Yu him into Anrede Theſe, * Young 


14 } ? 
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lady; are not the acts of generoſity that 
can engage gratitude, or the ſteps that can 
fix eſteem, You muſt not then be ſur- 
priſed if you render yourſelf the ſlave of 
caprice and the | dependant on ignorance, 
or complain if the Adonis of your at- 
ieQions: ſhould conceive himſelf an un- 
common pretty fellow, from your having 
o abundantly diſtinguiſhed him; and that 
nothing but opportunity was wanting to 


* have obtained * the firſt heireſs in the | 


; Kingdom.”* © ola 


„Sir, there. may be Toning 48 3 an 
1 ſay, hut hut I muſt: tell you there is very little 


46 politeneſs : : -came here not to enquire your 


opinion as a man, but as a conjurer, and 
| you would do well to ſtick to your pro- 


more f uitable characters. 


Fl Aueh performed my duty, ſald my 
mater, and am perfectly unconcerned as to 
our Enriments. mn i many words, | 
_ thikrefore. > ſince you wiſh me to be conciſe, 
r 1 
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Lwill tell you that you are left to your own: 
diſcretion either to chooſe or refule, and 


muſt ſubmit to the conſequence. 


The lady went away, married her foot- 
man, and was undone. Her fortune Was 
ſquandered without her participation; her 
. Houſe was a ſcene of revel, while ſhe was 


| drowned in tears ; her remonſtrances were 


the cauſe of a Souland brutalities and 
her death, which happened within the 
tyelvemonth of exaltation; but it was 
her deſtiny to follow her inclination in 
deſpite of her reaſon; and it was her 


deſtiny to die of mortified pride and heart- 
felt diſappointment. The handſome wi- 


dower, as this new-made gentleman had 
the impudence to ſtile himſelf, repeated 


his viſits to my maſter on repeated occa- 


ſions without ſucceſs; for he Was reſolved 
youth and inexperience ſhould never fall 
a ſecond prey to ſo unprincipled a wretch. 
At ve however, he once more * > 


in 9 -» 
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8 


5 ſummer places of reſort, a widow in the 


bloom of forty- five began to exchange 
encouraging glances with him. His ori- 
gin was notorious; his ill treatment of his 


- rſt wife no ſecret ; the widow was child- 


leſs ; ; and if ſhe had a fancy to expoſe 
herſelf to inſult and rapine, why ſhould 
the honeſt ſtars deny. their conſent ? Mr. 

Williamſon was now in the army, be- 

cauſe he believed a red coat and a cockade 
the moſt becomingeſt of all dreſſes a gentle- 
man could appear in; and my maſter con- 


feſſed, that if Pltnitüde of alpect, a ſet 


9 of handſorne features without ar ray of En. 
charm, that the captain might leer be 
called a charming fellow. The widow, | 
huddled up in her morning diſhabille, at- 
tended by her faithful confidante, pteſent- 
ed herſelf before the Delphic prieſt, and 
beſought | his favourable report. The prieſt 
Was propitious, the lady was generous, 
and a few days after Conſtituted her a 
bride. But the n circumſtance 
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in our whole practice was, that on finding 
herſelf deceived in all her ſchemes of pro- 
miſed happineſs, ſhe put herſelf into a 
hackney coach, and came to ſcold the con- 
juror. Her lungs were of uncommon 

* conſtruction ; for having talked an hour 
to convince my maſter” of the villainy 
of her huſband's character, ſhe talked*an- 
other to convince him of his on; and, | 

I in the concluſion, W indict hib for | 
Sitar. ee eee e 
| 


My maſter was ſtartled; 8 Plain 1 


the lady neither wanted, for ſpirits nor te- 
ſolution. He had therefore nothing tori 3 
but to aſſure her that ſhe muſt have made 
a miſtake as to the hour of her birth, and 
thereby impoſed upon the ſtars; but, tha FX 
| if ſhe would endeavour to recolle&t ter, 
he would re- caſt her natiyi viry 1 And 
1 WT, her of their infallibility, | 


** ts I 
The gudgeon was catight; dent By 

4 comparing the Preſent account with the 
| ue the lady, not the ſtars,” was proved "2 


— ig 
4 


period of her birth by four hours three 
_ quarters, ten minutes and twenty-two fe- 
conds. It appeared on this re-confulta- 
tion, that, inſtead of the happieſt mo- 
ment of her life, her marriage with the 
captain was amongſt the number of its 
Aiſaſters 3 that ſhe was to paſs three long 
years in a ſtate of perſecution and wretch- 
endneſs, at the expiration. of which, having 
Rad the felicity of burying her huſband, 
vr: her hand would be given to one of the 
ot valuable men on earth, and ſhe be- 
Cone one of the happieſt of women. My 5 
mater trembled as the time for proving 
the” truth of this prediction approached, 
"eſt the lady? $ violent diſpoſition ſhould 
"hurry, her i into ſome e actions; 
when, to his great Joy, he learned that the 
Clprain'\ was preparing to join his regiment | 
in Jamaica; and that his wife was more 
han half inclined. to accompany him for, 
88 her fortune was wholly at his mercy, 


. i” „* Bes be more prudent to 


an 1 ſhare | 
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ſhare: it with. him, than remain in Eng- 
land on a miſerable, and perhaps, ill-paid, 


ſtipend. This was, however, too important 
a point for her to determine, ard ſnie had 


her uſual recourſe to our ſupernatural aſ- 
ſiftance. My maſter, who was compelled 


to be on the defenſive, told her, ſſie was 


now in the train to honours, advancements 
and. happineſs; for, that in a very few 
weeks, the climate, in conjunction with 
the captain's free mode of living, would 
effect her deliverance from one may 


and pave the way to another. A Ja- 


ä maica merchant with an immenſe for- 


tune, on the eve of quitting the iſland, 


E would be ſtruck with her perſon and caps _ 
tivatec by her behaviour, and; for the 
_ pleaſure of beholding her, delay and delay 


his departure until ſhe was in a ſituation tg 
3 ag bim hope; Thus his addreſſes. woulc 
be ſo urgent, his aſſiduities io. flattering, 
and, the general opinion. of her, 14 
12 much i in his fayour, that ſhe would be 


al upon rather to commit a' tri — 5 | 
NT 5-1 Vviuoolation 
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violation of. decorum, than forfeit. the 

pProſpect of ſo great happineſs 3” and that 
immediately after their marriage, they 
- would return to England to diſplay their 
taſte for ſplendor, and their fondneſs of 
We are told by the poet, 
that . trifles light as air are to the jealous 


d confirmations ſtrong as proofs of holy 


+ writz? but no credulity ever equalled 
the credulity of thoſe who once look up to 
\Fortune-tellers as the arbitrators of their 
deſtiny,” She departed in the moſt un- 
common harmony of ſpirits, - believed 
cvery tittle as firmly as her creed, and 
Without any of that apprehended ſolicitude 
with reſpect to clothes or pe weren 
n a hore: time afterwards. 


"My maſter was not, it is true, ſo far loſt 


to "5 principles of humanity, as not to be 
' ſhocked when he heard that the wife, not 


- the hulband, had fell a martyr to the cli- 


mate, though, perhaps, not another man 


BM h 9 CNY r but would have reoiced 


8 a [ 
5 . a T s 
. 7 1 4 


'FORTUNETELLER! 133 


in the circumftance, and he reſolved to 
take a final leave of the captain. The 


captain ſaved him the trouble of com- 
meneing hoſtilities; for meeting with the 


| "elit of a rich planter, and recommending 


Himſelf to her approbation, he en 
| _ and fixed his reſidence at Jamaica. 


A handſomiſh Kd of damſel made us 


a viſit; ſhe was a ſtranger, and was treated 
accordingly. In the cou rſe, however, of 
a little converſation, we diſcovered that 
ſhe was then debating between her pride 

and her avarice, whether to accept or re- 
« fuſe the overtures of a gay gentleman. of 


the turf to be his miſtreſs. My maſter 
felt indignation, but it Was tempered with 


3 compaſſion. The young woman had paſſed 
all her days in the bar of a coffee-houſe, 
and did not abound much in the ſenti- 


mental. A word or two of advice, bene: ; 
|  volence could not refuſe, or common ſenſe 


reject. My maſter, haying taken ſufficient 


time, told her RNS! aner kf 
l . | ground. SY 


22 2 
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ground. Virtue, faid he, and-virtue-only 


can fave; you from the greateſt miſeries; 


- Yow are ſufficiently handſome: for a wife; 
but, as women of certain characters are 
fate to experience a multitude of vicifſi- 
tudes, I would not promiſe you, on the 
loſs of your preſent lover, that you would 
ever fix a future one. The man who is 
now in treaty with you, knows too well 
3 deformity of vice, to be able to reſiſt 
the charms of an oppoſite conduct. He is 
i prepoſſeſſed in your favour ; if then 
you can ack your part with the leaſt degree 
of ſpirit, he is yours on the moſt permanent 
terms: but T have to add, that ſhould you 
fucceed in this really juſtifiable piece of 
artifice, , as the ſeducer profeſſedly merits. 


 reprifals, you muſt be niforml) decent in . 


your behaviour; for though his affection 
for you will be firong, {6 Tong as he be. 
lieves you a valuable woman, be wilt think 
n language too brutal, or ſeverity too 
ſeypere, o Puniſh your deceit. The girl : 
| at both — and underſtanding; 


vice 7 


% 


Pd 
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vice was rather her neceſſity than choice; 

and ſhe appeared happy to hear that ſhe 
had a chance for obtaining an agreeable | 
| huſband and a plentiful proviſion, without 

incurring the world's cenſure or oppoſing 


its laws; and in the end went away gu | 
ſatisfied. | 


” EI». 4 


My mallet had the e to enquire oy 
after her. Her enamorato redoubled his 
diligence. as her coolneſs gave him leſs 
reaſon to flatter himſelf with gaining his 
point; and, in viewing her in the favour- 
able light ſhe now exhibited herſelf, he diſ- 
covered ſo many unknown and nameless 
_ - graces, that he perſuaded himſelf the only 
road to happineſs. was to ſolicit a le | 
claim to her heart. She ſmiled confent ; 3 
9 he led her to church, nothing loth; and, 
as the beſt part of the ſtory, ſne made him 
70 excellent a wife, and rendered herſelf 
to agreeable a companion, that he always | 
celebrated the anniverſary. of their wed- 
2 ae in ſelf Og nor =P yy 


W 
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my maſter without his ſoothing recognl- 


aances on that occaſion, however he might 


have cauſe to aromas himſelf in Many 
articks.” | 


. H A p. XII. I. 
Reaſonable apprebenſi feng, common ia 5. 
| cet, and fraudulent Practices. 


A Gentleman of a very reſpectable ap- 
pearance was now ſhewn in. My 
5 7 1 was rather alarmed; for, as he could 
not hope to find him a fool, it was natural 
to apprehend he ſhould find him a knave; 
and there is a proverb, which, by offici- 
ouſly occurring to his memory, did not at 
all contribute to his repoſe, viz. « Set 

a thief to catch a thief.“ Sir, ſaid the 
gentleman, I have for years had fo little 
commerce with the world, that I am fur- 


pPriſed to hear it contains men of your pro- 


feſſion. It is a rule with me to cenſure no 
; one unheard; therefore, though J muſt 
wholly 


FoRTUNETELLER. gp 
wholly diſcredit the extravagant reports'of © 
your {kill on the one hand, yet Jam re- 

ſolved not to credit the diſadvantageous 
reports on the other, until I have learned 
from yourſelf either to acquit or condemn 
you. My maſter felt it incumbent upon 
him on this, occaſion to appear a man of 
underſtanding and candour; and, in order 
to avoid the impeachment of his principles, 
impeach the neceſſary deceptions of a pro- 
feſhon, which, though good in itſelf, was 
perverted by the folly, the ridiculous. wiſhes. 
of mankind, Tou appear, ſir, ſaid he, 
to be a gentleman, and to poſſeſs an equal 
ſhare. of knowledge and benevolence ;:;I; 
will treat you accordingly, and dare be- 
lieve that whatever truths I may ſpeak. 
that would, affe&t my livelihood, provided 

1 keep within the limits of juſtice, vill be 

as ſafe with you as if they had never 
eſcaped my own b reaſt. Without ſtrain- 
ing a point in the ſmalleſt degree, I may 
affirm, that aſtrology, W ſunk 1 into 
e was once a highly reſpect 
en = able 
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able ſeience. The influence of the planets 
in the great buſineſs of vegetation, the 


effects the changes of the weather (which 
is but another name for the ſame thing) 


produce on the nervous ſyſtem, taught our 


i forefathers to make their operations their 


particular ſtudy. When the mind is given 
up to a ſingle point, and for years em- 
ploys- itſelf in comparing, objecting, and 


confirming its obſervations, we well know 


Birth of their children 
the time of any fatal accident 55 led” 


. that much knowledge may be obtained; 


and, as there is undeniable fortunate "EY 
unfortutiate' periods in the life of every 
ihdipidual, the | Fong planet at the 

e ruling one at 


them on to farther” diſcoveries, until, as 
our almanack-<makers tell us in an um 


bie diſtich, they confeſſed © 199: 1 


418 


4 Heaven isa book, the ſtars are tha fair, 
« God 1 is the writer, men the readers are.“ 5 


Thus fur fir, do you find yourſelf a 
Ft * * along with ine? ,The gentle- 
"0 man 
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man returned a very civil negative, and 
e my maſter having hemmed once or twice 
in order to collect ü proceeded. | 


'F need not point out to you that igno- 
rance is the belt ſecurity for faith and paſ- 
five obedience. In monarchies of every 
kind, the happieſt people and the happieſt 
princes, are thoſe that take opinions on cre- 
dit, and never preſume to judge for them- 
| ſelves; and thoſe who are well verſed both 

in living and traditional knowledge, make 
their advantage accordingly: Whatever 
_ has ' myſtery or novelty] to recommend: ity 
or is the faſhionable ſtudy, ſoon commu- 
nicates itſelf to all ranks of mankind : 
Becauſe perſons of fortune were ſo infatu- 
ated in the year 20, as to graſp at ſua- 
dows and forfeit ſubſtante, the lower 
orders had their Httle lotteries, that were 
equal bubbles, and equally fleeced them 
of their property; and you will, I doubt | 
not, recollect what confuſion was produced 
in * by 1 profeſſion of as 
ie. C bye . 3 
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5 chymy, and how many thouſand dupes | 
and -wretches that chimera gave birth to. 
Aſtrology would, it is true, "tie: an incon- 
venient ſcheme, as hope and uncertainty | 
are the great ſtimulatives to action; but 
that acknowledgement i is far from proving 
its non-exiſtence, | or inſinuating that ſome 
minds may not be ſafely truſted” wich a 
view of their deſtiny, | 


| Be ſo good, fir, a5 to hear me out, fad 
| 'my maſter, perceiving his companion was 
going to ſpeak ;/ and then make your ob- 
jections, which, I dare believe, I ſhall 
cCeaaſily obviate. Was 1 to call myſelf an 
aſtrologer, and tell the ignorant and the 
 _ uninformed the moral principles of my 
art, I ſhould:be perſecuted by the rich, and 
laughed at by the poor; but when I am 
eontent to be called a conjuror, and ſub- 
mit to vary my predictions as I find the 
cireumſtances may the conſulting; perſons 
require, and their - comprehenſion will 
OY, 1 have my daily. viltrants, mg 
| VVV 


f 
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paſs. unregarded by the 1 *. 


would otherwiſe find it his intereſt to ex- 
tirpate me from ſociety. | As this is the 
cale, you may judge, fir; how irkſome 
my daily taſk proves: the vulgar have 


their particular impreſſions ; the elegant 


are ſtill different in theirs; and the trifling 


part of each ſex have their abundant ab- 


ſurdities. I would be rational, but I muſt 
then forfeit my fame; I would be ſincere, 


but my cuſtomers would all forſake me; 
and I would render this little office, inſtead 


of a ſcene of folly, a ſchool of philoſo- 


phy, but that I muſt have bread, and can 
only obtain it by yielding to the current, 


and, Proteus like, aſſuming all ee 
and complying with all humours. 


My maſter's viſitor, Tho was OY: a Ys 
man of ſenſe, but from early diſappoint- Fg 


ments, and a knowledge of books rather 
than 'of men, had contracted many pe- 


| culiarities, was much ſurpriſed and hut 
1 N this av; of Tou have talents, ſaid 
$46 a le, 


* — 
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he, ſir, and I lament the neceſſity you are 


under of proſtituting them. I fee the 
force of all you have offered: folly can 


alone be combated by folly; and a ſub- 
ſiſtence is a tempting bait. How long, 


pray, have you been engaged in this way 
of life? if obſcurity like yours can-admit 


of that denomination. My maſter now 


found himſelf hard puzzled: there was 4 


wide diſtinction between choice and com- 


pulſion ; he therefore boldly affirmed that 


be had been trained to it from his infancy, | 


in conformity to the inclination of a fa- 


„ erz and that knowing no other means of 
A4 acquiring a proviſion, he Had, on his de- 
ceaſe, ſucceeded in his office, and was as 
happy as ſuch a ſituation could render a 

man of feeling, reflection, and ſome little 
2 ſmattefing of the philoſopher. Who ſhall 
- Hay they are above deceit? Conviction in 
ſome inſtances is fo. flattering that we are 

| 7 to own. ourlelyes, convinced; 3 and 


me diſcoveries are ſo foothing „that we 


* 
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to us. After very little more converſation 
this gentleman eagerly. imbibed this new 
faith, and enjoined, my maſter, at the price 
of a guinea, to caſt his nativity from his 
birth, and mark the periods 9 favour- 
able and unfavourable auſpices had await- | 
ed him, that he might e it with 


what he had . 14 77 29 
My maſter was à gene . F: 1 undercgker. ndertake 
Ohe of our e-. the gentle- 


man home, got — that he was a 


_ _ -hamouriſt, but a man of fortune; that 


the had buried a beloved wife and child in 
the courſe of a ſingle year; had been ill 


treated by a friend; and was not much 


inelined to enter into new connexions of 
any kind. This, ſaid my maſter, is no 
{mall fool; I muſt therefore be on my 
guard: ſhould he detect me I can hope 
for no mercy, for he wifl conceive hinſelf | 
bound to hold out the impoſture to gene- 


n *ſeorn and general ridieue ö 


Vene * by us do 1 | 
«Fit {IS * MST” W042 5 8111110 «+1! . a | 
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neighbourhood of his country reſidence; A 
he was watched from houſe. to houſe, in 
order to gain a knowledge of his friends; 3 
and, in a word, ſo well did we acquit | our- 
ſelves, that he received the defired paper 
at our hands before the final expiration of 
a fortnight, containing articles which he 
readily ſubſcribed to, " and” he confeſſed 
bat in the planets there was neither de- 
ception nor ſalſehood. However. as the 
mind when once embarked on the ocean 
of enquiry, is only allured by one acqui- 
ſition to ſearch for another, he had not 
been long poſſeſſed of the ſecrets reſpect- 
ing himſelf, x than he would needs have the 
nativity of his wife and child caſt, though 
they could neither be benefited nor reſtored 
| by ſuch a calculation; it put money into 
* maſter's pocket, and we were well 
ſatisfied. But let it here be recorded as a 
| | caution, that there is but; one reſt for us, 
and that the boſom of our God; that this 
ſenſible, this reflecting man, who for-years 


1 5 „ ee a life of reſignation, and con- 
| | — 


Precautions. | 


lively 


= 
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feſſed, that however ſevere, the 
heaven were Juſt, having for a ſhort pe- 
riod turned his thoughts to aſtrology, be- 
 ganatfirſt to lament his late acquaintance 
With! it; and then, by the eaſieſt tranſition 
rſuaded himſelf that both 
his wife and chu might have been pre- 
ſerved by good management and ſalutary 
got thus far, it was 
Impoſſible to ſtop. He fell into the fame 
grief as if their loſs had been a recent 
one, which at length ſubſided in à ſettled 
melancholy, and threatened to bring him 
premarurely to his grave. My maſter pro- 
|  fefſed himſelf uneaſy at this unforeſeen 

_ conſequence; and as to me, I'was half 
beſide myſelf. for haying been in the e. 
to it. We fre- 
quently converſed on the ſubject; at ſome 
of which periods a thought ſtruck us, that 
there was one, and one only hers In TON 
the 9 diſcaſe EY had 3 in a 


imaginable, pe 


Faving 


acceſſory 
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A diſtant relation, an agreeable female, 
1 uſed often, attended by her mother, to 
viſit him, and exert all her little arts of 
pleaſing, in order to divert him. My 
maſter had luckily left a chaſm in his cal- 
culations, becauſe he had been much more 
deſirous of reviewing the paſt than con- 
templating the future. He therefore gave 
him this lady for a ſecond wife and a con- 
dolatory friend, together with a large 
Portion of tranquillity and happineſs. He 
Was. ſurpriſed; he had never looked at her 
in his whole life; for it was not till after 
his, wife's deceaſe that he had viſited Lon- 
don, but honoured her for the good · na- 
bo tured intereſt ſhe ſeemed to take in his 
welfare. Bare curioſity induced him the 
nent time he heard her voice, to turn his 
eyes chat way. Her perſon was elegant 
though not beautiful, eaſy though not 
.,genteel, and her age and accompliſhments 
ſuch as. promiſed: companionableneſs ; for 
the was almoſt * * and was 
| - Jaid 
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ſaid to be a great reader both of ancient | 
and modern authors. 2 


One look naturally ici 88 5 
was wonderful he had never obſerved her 
| before ; and as meeting her modeſt ſenſi- 
ble eyes was the firſt ſuſpenſion. his me- 
lancholy had ever known. ſince his heart 
had become a prey to it, he thought it in- 

nocent, juſtifiable, nay, incumbent on him 
do repeat and repeat it. | 


Ihe young lady remarked the Arnie 
win pleaſure, though friendſhip, ſhe was 
ſatisfied, was the only ſentiment ſhe had 
inſpired him with. He came to my, maſter, 
aſked him if he was clear as to the article 
of his change of condition, dropped a 
tear to the memory of his long regretted . 
Fanny, and then entered into new enquiries 
OE his fair couſin, 


My maſter exulted in the 8 of nis 
artifice, aſſured him that ſhe would prove 
a no lefs Ing than e 


— = 
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friend; and from being drawn ſo far out 


as to minke his viſits to her mother, inſtead 


of permitting her's at his lodgings, he by 
degrees broke the matter to her, and the 


match was concluded. The lady's fortune 


was ſmall ; he nevertheleſs appointed her 
the ſame jointure his dear Fanny was to 
have enjoyed. This was, however, a cir- 
cumſtance that had little weight with her; 


for ſuch was the generous romance of ber 


compoſition, that if ſhe had not loved the 


man, his poſſeſſions would have had no 
charms for her; and Perhaps never was a 
happier couple. | 


A poor tight young creature was now 
n in, who, with a tear ſtealing 1 invo- 


Lak down her cheek, begged the 


good gentleman would tell her her: for- 


tune. ; 


| I fear, young woman, cad | my 1 
with a tenderneſs that did honour to his 
nature, I much fear, but don't let me 
diſtreſs you, chat i it is your misfortune to 
have 


- 
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have too ſoft and too credulous a heart, 
and that ſome wicked man has made his 
advantage——Ah, fir, ſaid ſhe, burſting 
out into a loud cry, not without a pro- 
miſe of marriage; no, never without a pro- 


miſe. could I have been the ching Jam. 


My poor unhappy g girl, ſaid my maſter, 

J have no right to condemn you; but is 

it not aſtoniſhing, that when this man had 

the baſeneſs to require a proof of your 
alffection that was no leſs offenſive to God f 
than reproachful to yourſelf, that you had 
not the courage, the firmneſs to refuſe, if 
you did not even deſpiſe him? Men are 
far from being the reſolute creatures they 
are taken "ike if they have really any re- 
gard for a woman; nor was there ever an 
:1nſtance on earth of a girl's being forſaken 
by her lover becauſe ſhe behaved like a 
girl of principle and of ſpirit; and I will 
be bound for it, that if you had not been 
loſt . mou would not base daft your 
ſoccetheart. 7 F338 vs 1 1 $3 Tha vs 1 
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O fir! ſaid the poor deluded one, 'tis 
*A N you don't know Mr. Thomas He 
ſaid he would go and leave me for ever 
unleſs I would truſt him; and that he only 
wanted to try how much love I had for 
him, by trying if I would truſt him, and 
that then he would marry me directly. 


gor thing! poor thing ! ſaid my maſter; 
but I will not oppreſs you with reflections 
that are now totally uſeleſs; let us rather 
ſee what can be done in 3 No, ſaid 
be, after a pauſe, whilſt the wretched girl's 
ear hung on his lips, as if he had in reality 
been the arbitrator of her deſtiny, no, 


+ he never meant to marry you; and if you 


have no one now to give me a character. 


have an honeſt mind, and would avoid all 
the miſeries which will otherwiſe reach 
you, you muſt never ſee him more, but 
endeavour to get ſome reputable ſervice in 
a neighbourhood where you are totally 
ſtranger. Alas ! fir, what can I do? 1 


I was told by my friends long ago what 
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| His promiſes would. come to; and ** 
have all turned their, backs on me, and. I 
muſt die in the ſtreet a poor out- caſt and 
ſcorn. If it is not your own fault, ſaid 
my maſter, I perceive you may dry your 
tears, and ſtill hope for better days; only 
behave well hereafter, and God will for- 
give, all good people forget the fault you 
have committed 3 and, let me ſee to- 
morrow about noon (you obſerve me) if 
you will watch at a green- ſtall in the middle 
of Newgate market, a friend will be caſt. 


in your . Bor do I doubt your Sun 1 


ne; v7 


I could 3 chan ds cried the; 
bur God knows my heart, he will reward 
you, and. will Pray | for a to the end oF J 

"Wu life. 26.5 i} Ez DA Fad K % 


jfi the Fon vou find F have been pro. 
viding employment for your mother. Her 
own good ſenſe will teach her how to in- 
troduce herſelf, and her humanity dictate 

| | "Fs. what. 
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what is beſt to be done for this daughter | 


of calamity. In ua bad world, my boy, 
this is a glorious way of ſettling our ac- 


counts, and I heartily wiſh that thouſands 
of people who paſs their lives in the meri- 
dian of public, favour, would, in regard 
to the good of the individual, follow our 


example. But you ſee, continued my 


maſter, what renders young women of all 
renks ſuch eaſy dupes ta the idea, that the 
ran can love them who is ſeeking their 
geſtruction; and that they are taking the 
proper: methods for fixing his eſteem, 
whilſt chey are proving themſelves ca- 
Pable of departing from the rules of ho- 


nour and good ſenſe. Were they there- 
fore early taught to judge of the faith and 
the affection of a lover by the tenderneſs 


he ſhewed for their peace and reputation, 


inſtead of the folly of a few idle promiſes 
that ſeldom or ever have any thing to do 
1 with the heart, propriety would mark their 
conduct, acer es await & their 488 
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After many more equally. ſenſible ob- 
fervations on the falſe judgements of 
youth, and, the cruel neglect of maturity, 
with reſpect. as well to the inculcation of 
uſeful leſſons as of good examples, we 
cloſed for the day, and, according to cuſ- 
tom, took our ſeparate turns in the Park, 
dropt into our walk of e cr and 
e ed. the theatrees. 


Bane the expiration. o ke or nine 

ben, when I had received lecture upon 
lecture, and been privy to innumerable 

inſtructive ſcenes, my maſter, who ar- 
dently wiſhed for relaxation, hinted to me 
chat it was fult time for me to enter upon 
buſineſs. But however cally. it may be 
| imagined - that F ortune-tellers | get their 
money, I. ſpeaking 1 from experience, can 

teſtify that it is a very laborious profeſſion. 
Confined from ten in the morning till one 
clock. ita cloſe cloſet, beſides re- attend- 
ing after dinner, poring all thoſe hours 
over en unentertaining books, ſaying; a 
5 00 | As” | * 


” diflurisfaRtions on this head, by aſking me, 
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thouſand abſurd and unmeaning things, 


and apprehenſive every moment of having 
a queſtion ſtarted not altogether ſo conve- 
nient to reſolve, is, nevertheleſ: s, only: a part 
of the drudgery he is compelled to ſuſtain. 


Beſides all this, even in the dog- days, an 


enormous black wig, a broad brim'd hat, 
long gown, &c. &c. by way of diſguiſe, | 
muſt be worn by him; for all the merit 
of his art, and conſequence. of his cha- 
racter, conſiſts in keeping up the myſtery 
of who he is, and whence he comes. The 
features of a conjurer once n r 


Ys and. he 1s undone. 


My mother, We ſertled a neck 


whether I would rather chooſe to return 
to the brow-beatings of the world, the 


'__ . reſtraints and confined emoluments of a 
compting-houſe, than ſubmit to a few in- 

_ conveniences, when in conjunction with 
ſuch abundant : advantages. You have, 


_ my, Frank, * . have already indeed 
obſerved 
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obſerved to you, one great point in view, 
of which you ought never to loſe ſight; | 
for it is only when you do that you loſe 
the neceffary ſpur to your applicaiton 
and induſtry. Recollect the ſituation we 
are delivered from. Affluenoe is now ac- 
tually ours; your diſguiſe ſecures” you 
from the malevolence: of your father; and 
my retired life ſilences every apprehenſion 
I ſhould otherwiſe feel on that account. 


Ir i is to you N under HOY chat . 


Camilla. may, in al probability, her be 
„ * 3 8 e 


Theſe arguments never . * thaw 

efficacy, viz., producing all that calmneſs 
and reſignation for which they were exert; - 
ed; and I conſtantly redoubled my dili- 
gence in acquiring the due e 


* en, my maſter's e 
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"0 Contain 4 | Prong 0 that. 3 is 10 8 
A vice without its attendant virtue; or, 


in other wordi, that the moſt knaviſh 


profeſſion. may be rendered a bleſſing to 
individuals, if 5 ed retzed and 


. proper e Ain bp 


: 1 maſter at 3 1 1 
„ Ppropoſals, which, 3 in no de- 
dee extraordinary. with him, filled me 
with unſpeakable aſtoniſhment. A young 
fellow whoſe figure was perfectly agree- 
able, and whoſe manners were beyond mea- 
engaging, begged to be Thewn in to 
- _ thelearnedgentleman's cloſet. My maſter 
inſtantly recognized him. Ah! my young 
| | friend, cried he, is it poſſible that I be- 
*  -hold you to eatly returned from your tra- 
.. vel, and improved too to the utmoſt of 
| my boldeſt Prognoſtication? That I am 


— — ̃ DU— — 


= * in my 22 of life and 
= BREA So. man- 
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"mankind, is indeed, moſt certain, replied 
our new viſitant; but, whilſt I confeſs 
the abundant obligations I owe. you, for 


the voyage you put me upon was the only 


thing on earth that could have ſavec me "7 


from deſtruction, you muſt not be ſur- 
priſed if I make a demand on renter 
my future proviſion. My unrelenting 
uncle is ſtill alive, and I have learnt from 
We; good authority, has finally. diſinherited 
me. His poſſeſſions are ample, his ſoul 
| and ſuperſtitious ; you are ingeni- | 


©} 2 I will be generous; and now I ſup- _ 


| Poſe you can comprehend all F wiſh and 
mean you ſhould accompliſh. © My maſter 

ſmiled conſent, pauſed a few moments, and 
then cried out in a kind of extacy, I have 


it, if you, my boy, can be juſt ſo far ad. 


ing and aſſiſting as to contrive me an inter- 


view! Have you no friend in the garriſon? 143 


Mr. Melville, for that I diſcovered was 
this enterpriſing ſpark's name, told him 
he had one faithful humble friend that he 


RH 7; CS be IE are. © aa, 


| r eee 1 


lived bad any kindneſs for her, to inter- 
pret this and t'other viſionary chimera, 
each of which ſhe conſtantly wreſted to 
her own. hopes, fears, expectations, or 
apprehenſions. This was excellent ground 


158 PORTUNE-TELLER: 


at leaſt was the queſtion; but he ne 


he rather trembled for the qualifications 


of her head. My maſter, however, ſeemed 


to be pleaſed with the very circumſtance 


that occaſioned his alarms ; for ſimpli- 


city, he faid, had the power of effecting 
more when played off by ſkilful _ 
than the deepeſt art ĩmaginable. 


Moreover, on a little . Ke 


| (noo the ſubject, it appeared that the 
old woman who had been Mr. Melville 
Junior's nurſe, and was now houſe-keeper 
to Mr. Melville ſenior, was a great dream- 


er, and would ſolicit whoſoever . ſhe be- 


to build upon, eſpecially as her foſter-fon 


- had already convinced her that his return 


from beyond ſeas had been communicated to 


W eee, 
— 


4 
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ſettleck that the harmleſs, the TE of 


creature ſhould be induced to pay a viſit 
to my maſter, not in the character of con- 
Juror, but merely. as a man gifted with the 


knack of ex pounding and explaining noc- 


turnal revelations. This ſcheme fucceed- 


ed; the old woman was delighted wirh - 


the venerable gentleman's wiſdom, and 


made ſuch a report, as by degrees to work- 


3 :.3 AS 


upon the curioſity - of her maſter, who 
let fall ſome remote hints of his being 
diſturbed in a point or two, which in'a 
probability! her favourite could clear up. 


Mr. Melville being duely: poſſeſſed of 
this intereſting piece of intelligence, tock 
his meaſures. accordingly, and ns un this 


ſchool of myſteries; for ſo 


was his natural underſtanding g and fo 9 


ably had his Judgement been aſſiſted in 


the courſe of bis pereprinations, : that he 1 
Had us at the beſt, and Levi have ruined 


us by a promulgation of our arts Lange: all 
| I the public, -- - 
Rs Mr, 


* 


occakon indulged with admiſſion i into our 


/ 


— 
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Mr. Melville ſenior was a humouriſt of 

a moſt peculiar complexion : if rightly 
managed, nothing was too extravagant 
for his faith; > if by the flighteſt un 
lucky firoke x put upon his guard, no pagan 
infidelity could exceed what he experi- 
enced. Having made up his mind. with | 
| reſpect to this viſit, he was impatient, until 
he payed the way for its accompliſhment ; 
and, notwithſtanding all the neceſſary 
parade, was nearly dropping in upon us 
before matters were ripe for, execution, 
We were not, nevertheleſs, ſo poor at our 
profeſſion of deceiving, as to be thrown 
out by common incidents, and therefore, 
though my maſter's taſ was ſomewhat 
BY augmented, the taſk of amuſing'in order 
to obtain time, we ſoon ſurmounted ar 

| ee cf: firſt arrival. 


Leſt Mr. Melville ſhould be 1 4 
alarmed or diſguſted at the uſual habjli- 
ments of the conjuror, a ſober met ropolir 
* wis 5 WAS 33 in * kN of, ' 
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gloomy caxon, and the ſlouched has Fas” 
long gown were for that day exchanged 
for the more ſuitable trappings of ra- 
tionality. Moſt of our emblematical as well 
as our enigmatical utenſils were removed; 

all our books of knowledge concealed; 

and, in a word, the whole ſcene, infleadh 


of the Siby bs cell, was converted into the 


fiat cloſet of an independent trader. 
But all chis precau tion would have been 


| infolciens to anſwer our purpoſe, if our - 


honeſt ally had not, from being impoſed 
upon herſelf, groſsly impoſed on her maſ- 


ter; for, as he underſtood, and as ſhe © 


indeed believed the matter, for it is not 
always ſafe to truſt the moſt powerful 
auxiliary with your plan of operation, it 
was by means of one of this ſuperabund- 
antly wiſe gentleman's ſervants that ſhe 
obtained acceſs to him, and Mr. Melville, 


as an admirable manceuyre, introduced 
| himſelf to his. . acquaintance at a neigh- 
bourng coffee-houſe, * e 4. 


* 
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was by degrees advanced to a friendſhip,. 
and, at length, as a climax, into an inti- 
macy; he ſpent an evening or two with. 
us over a bowl of punch, and, when 
tolerably cheared, was no leſs tolerably- 
communicative, inſomuch, that beſides. 
his nephew's inſtructions, he furniſhed us 
-with weapons againſt himſelf; and, as he. 
was conſtantly conducted to and from our 
| habitation by an avenue that led into a. 
remote ſtreet, we bid defiance. ta all der 


My . having admired his good” 
friend Mr. Melville to a fete- d- tote in his 
ſtudy, the difficulty with, the latter was, 
how to ſtart the point to their mutual 
ſatisfaction. Sir, ſaid he, after many re- 

volvings and deliberations, IJ have an ex- 
traordinary opinion of your good ſenſe, 
and ſhould be very unwilling to forfeit it 
by an appearance of abſurdity: but in 
the earlier ages of the world dreams were 
” * received with reverence, as 
| divine | 


1 = 
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divine revelations; and I would gladly 


hear your ſentiments,” whether we ought, 
or ought not, to conſider them lightly. 


_ Cuſtoms and faſhions, ſaid my maſter, 
however eſtabliſhed in one generation, are 
liable to changes and revolutions in ſuc- 
ceeding ones; but, what, my good friend, 
has this to do with truth? God and nature 
are always the ſame; and we may be al- 
ſured that thoſe people read his deſigns the 
beſt, whoſe hearts were leaſt corrupted, 
and whoſe 1 imaginations were leaſt warped 
by human inventions: as for my part, I ſel- 

dom chooſe to ſpeak on the ſubject, becauſe 
there is no combating foccelatully the pre. 

judiees of the preſent period and you know, 
few men wiſh to proclaim their own enge 
3 as ridicule is far from deſirable. . 


Lou make me happy, cried Mr. Met. | 
"aw to hear you talk fo ſenſibly; for 
vou muſt know I had my fears, that how- 
ever our humour or inclinations might 


ad in b that we hould =» 


have 
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have claſhed in this inſtance. 1 repeat, 1 
repeat, continued he, my felicity to find 
your pious reſpect for what I have ever 
denominated divine whiſperings', and 
thus encouraged, I will no longer heſitate 
to open my whole foul to you. I need 
not tell you that [ am what the world 
calls a warm man; poſſibly I could ſay 
I am maſter of thouſands, but no matter 
for that; riches, like every thing ele, 
bring their i inconvenience along with them, 
and I own, as I have no children to en- 
Joy What 1 ſhall leave behind, I am unde r 
28 perplexity what diſpoſition # ought 
to make of my fortune.” Lou have then, 
T preſume, faid my maſter, no very ne near 
relations? ? Hum! a brother's ſon, a run- 


5 agate, 2 vagabond; I ſuppoſe he con- 


ceives he has ſome title, but I have a vow, 
ſir, regiſtered in Heaven, that he ſhall not 
2 be the betper for a Gogle willing of mine. 


11 was always my opinion, (aid my 
7 maſter, wag ery. man had a Kh ao to 
A ; F 1390 i 2 do 
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do what he pleaſes with his own ; and 
therefore, now you are got upon family | 
ground, it is impoſſible I ſhould fol- 


low you, though, as- being a ſtranger 
to your nephew, I might otherwiſe feel 


myſelf inclined. to "on the chm we 
conſanguinity. | | 


893 fie! and pray, fir, let 


: me aſk you what conſanguinity has to do 


in this buſineſs? For example now, is 


not the child of one's affection, the heir 
of one's adoption, a much more natural 


ſucceſſor than an idle unprincipled dog of 
a relation, who, becauſe the laws of this 


country have made proviſion for the pre- 


ſervation of what are conſidered heredi- 
tary rights, inſults you whilſt ne _ 


| hecho your grave when dead? 


There i is ſo much of reaſon and jule | 


in your obſeryation, ſaid my maſter, ,as ' "W 


to render it incontrovertible ; 3 but, ſir, as 
you have let me into ſomewhat of the 


| To — of your I will 


be 
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be equally candid, and give you the out- 
Lass of mine. I am, it is true, no pre- 
deſtinarian, though I verily believe that 

the hand of Providence has the direction 
olf all human events, conſequently, that 
our firſt; ſtudy ſhould be, not to run 
counter to the general order of things, 
as miſery and repentance can alone be the 
conſequence. But before I proceed far- 
ther, let me hear what your dreams have 
been ſince your reſolution of abandoning 
this however ſeeming undutiful young 
man, and I ſhall be able to Judge for both 
vou and myſelf. 


Mr. Melville was now brought back 
io. his element; and, as be was no leſs 
eminent for his ſtrength of memory, than 
celebrated for his loquacity, he told about 
twenty tedious and unmeaning dreams, 
before he ever once ſtopped to enquire 
my 'maſter's ſage interpretation. When 
he had run himfelf, however, quite out 
of bo wr, my maſter 0 chat his 

* hour 


— 
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Hour of grace was arrived z he therefore 


prepared him for ſomething great and 
unpleaſing, by repeated ſhrugs of his 


| ſhoulders, ſhakings of his head, ſighings, 


&c, &c. This nephew, this nephew, 
fad my - maſter, by all that you have 
deſcribed, 18 certainly not only alive, but 


is returning g repentant and reformed. Tou 


acknowledge you loved him once: would 


not then this ſmothered affection burſt 


forth again in your boſom, if you was to 


| behold him a ſuppliant at your feet for 


pardon, and could receive aſſurances of 
the real amendment of his life and change 


F 


It cannot be, cried Melville, inwardly 
Ghened; : it cannot be; he went out a 


' xeprobate, and will return, the ſame. On 


my word, you are ſpeaking againſt your- 


elf, for it is my intention you ſhall find 
a a good handſome legatee. | 


* 


The Tcl. intereſted man, replied my 


maſter, Was never ſtrietiy Juſt, | Your _ 
8 1 7 friend- g 


1 
* 
. 
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friendſhip and mine was founded on titer 
Principles. Lou mult not therefore WOn- 


Aer that I ſhould more exceedingly rejoice 


In the re-union'of you and this unhappy 
youth your relation, than in any pecuni- 
ary advantages you may be inclined to 
| beſtow upon me. But I will not aſk you 
to abide wholly by my opinion. I have a 
learned friend who frequently favours me 
with his company; to him you ſhall re- 
late what you have this morning men- 
tioned to me, and I am ſatisfied his expo- 

ſitions will finally. ſettle your reſolutions. 


My readers will perhaps be beforchand 
with my information, in concluding that 
. I was the very learned perſon alluded to; 
and, as Mr. Melville conſented to this 
propoſal, he threw us quite into a new 
train of action, which nevertheleſs. termi- 


nated to our heart's deſire. His dreams 
were all recapitulated. My comments 


were ſlowly and judiciouſly communicated ; 
N 1 even went ſo far as to aſcertain the 
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time of his nephew's re-vifiting England, 
and referred him to that particular truth, 
for a confirmation of the reſt, + 


Huͤlis mind thus doubly operated upon 
by ſuch able proficients could not long re- 
fiſt, and the more eſpecially, as that at the 


ſtated period young Mr. Melville not only 


returned, but fulfilled our minuteſt prog- 
noſtications. He took him up from his 
knees with rapture, implicitly believed all 


the civil reports he made of his own vir- . 


tues and exotic reputation, married him 
to a woman of fortune in the neighbour- 


hood, and dying about eighteen months 


afterwards, left him every farthing he 
was maſter of, even to the neglect of us his 
beloved friends, from what cauſe we never 

could diſcover. The nephew generouſly, 
however, atoned for the uncle's breach of 
friendſhip, and we exulted in the juſtice , 

we had done an individual, no leſs than 


in the advancement of our finances. And 


it muſt be WO” me, that at the worlt 
Yar. I I 


it 


* 
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it was an honeſt deception; for this infa- 
tuated old man, for the puniſhment of ju- 
veni]: errors in his brother's ſon, had 
intended to give his fortune for the ſup- 
port of ſome public charity, where the 
- thieves of ſociety fatten on the ſpoils of 
the indigent, and defeat all the good 
purpoſes of the TO; the deceived 
donor. r 


FORTUNE-TELLER. 1777 


CHAP. xlv. 


F all of great events, which: the reader is 
- defired to inveſtigate with peculiar dili- 
gence, as they really contain an excellent 
moral, if be is but bleſſed with A 
2 1 0 to Pick it out. 


AVING . an lies or two by 
L 1 way of rehearſal, and being pro- 
nounced by my maſter qualified for my 
part, I dreſſed and waited the arrival of 
| Kunene 


A coach. 3 at the corner Loaf the 
ſtreet, and intelligence was inſtantly con- 
veyed to us by the xi 2 of a bell in an 


adjacent Pallage, 
fools. 


My lips trembled, my * POR to- 
rc and never did public performer 
an his firſt. exhibition feel more than Ion 
Ending the tryal of my ſkill ſo near at 

12 hand. 


eee 5 


— 
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hand. The ruſtling of filks, when I 'TEY 

tolerably well recovered myſelf, threw me 

into a new tremor, which the reader will 

. poſſibly imagine was not much relieved 

on the cloſet door's opening for the * 
miſſion of my Camilla. +4 


"Town, faid ſhe, as ſhe entered, I mould | 
tbe much better pleaſed if I might be al- 
| lowed to have a Friend preſent ; but they 
tell me it is contrary to rule. You; ma- 
dam, ſaid I, ſhall however be indulged, 
and that young lady (the ſoft fouled Cor- 
dela) may attend you. 


1 I then began to aſk the neceflary * 
= i: tions with the beſt grace I was able, ſuch 
zs her age, the hour (as near as poſſible) 
of her birth, aſſuring her that much de- 
pended on certain information reſpeRting 
| thoſe particulars. . 


+ She milled fen upon me. 1 
will be very candid, ſaid ſne; I am come 
3 Here Poe” to VEG: lome ladies in the 


5 | . n next 


* 
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next room than my own inclination; but 
if you can give me any intelligence, I am 
ready to receive "9 


| Having made a few myſtical u and 
triangles, placed the planets in their due 


orbs, mumbled over ſome cabaliſtical | 
words, and conſulted a book which lay 


by me for that a I hemmed, and 
G began: 


You Was born, madam, under particu- 


larly happy auſpices; your diſpoſition is 


volatile, your ſituation dependent, and 
the whole future happineſs of your life 
reſts on the ſingle article of encouraging 


or diſcouraging the addreſſes of a young 


fellow, whom you conſidered on your firit 
acquaintance as your inferior, but who 
will in a few years be able to provide for 
you more affluently than even your origi- 
nal proſpects promiſed. You have two. 


8 relations, a man and a woman, who treat 


vou with great haughtineſs and. unkind- 
| neſs, bur you. have. one young female 


I 3 | ORE: 


- 


— 
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friend, on whoſe. faith and affe&tion you 
way always rely. | | 


Sir, ſaid the, endeavouring to » conceal | 
* little diſoompoſure, pray, ſince you 
affect to talk ſo knowingly of my affairs, 


when did I laſt ſee the young man you 


mention ? On the day, madam, you took 
an unexpected journey, when he attended 
you to your coach, and ſighed an adieu. 


Well, fir, I own I find. myſelf inclined 
to have more converſation with you than 
I imagined. Is it certain then that the 
ſtars have deſtined me, if I know, any 
ſuch perſon as you mention, for his wife 2. 


The ſtars, madam, returned T-with all 
foitable pompoſity, do not ordain, they 
only influence our conduct. If you chooſe 
to walk into a well, notwithſtanding you 
are born to live to a late period, the ſtars 
will neither oppoſe your abſurdity, nor 
3 a miracle for your preſervation. If 
1 8 N Fete 1 will explain this 

e We matter 
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matter more clearly, that you may here- 


after both underſtand. and a 8 Wein 
operations. | 


1 hemmed a ſecond time, Aourihed Ty 


with my right hand, and with a voice 
calculated to diſpel all familiar ideas, re- 
ſumed—Ir is well known by thoſe who 
ſtudy natural philoſophy, thar without the 
| ſun the earth would be one lump of inani- 


mation; the Howers would ceaſe to ſpring oo 


up, the grain would periſh on the ſpot it 
was ſown, and the ſeaſons be no longer 

diſtinguiſhed by the bloom and decay orf D 
| vegetation. What the ſun therefore is to 


the earth, the planets are to the indivi- 


dual; without them we ſhould neither 
have paſſions” nor activity, conſequently, 
as, we are more or leſs influenced by the 
. heavy or the lively, the proſperous or the 
_ adverſe, ſo our 1 2 85 our r for- : 

tunes are marked: | 


But pray, fir, ſaid ſhe, how comes. it 
0 o pak that if aſtrology is really a repu- 
5 „„ table 


/ 
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table- thing, that all aſtrological faith is 
pronounced by men of ſenſe to be altoge- 
ther ridiculous? From policy, madam, 
from mere policy. Aſtrology, we read, 
even in the ſacred page, was once an 
eſtabliſhed ſcience, and had its public pro- 
feflors, as phyſic, law and divinity, in the 
| preſent age; but it produced ſuch incon- 
veniences, that ſo ſoon as ſocieties were 
formed, and the ideas of regal govern- 
ment conceived, it was wholly prohibited, 
and the better to ſtrengthen that prohi- 
bition, wholly diſcountenanced. | Even ſo 
late, howeyer, as the Roman æra, we find 
fortunate and unfortunate days were well 
underſtood, for augury was only another 
name for aſtrology. and though the prieſts. 


7-4 found i it. convenient to pretend they pro- 


nounced from the panting entrails of the 
ſacrifices, it was their conſultation of the 


ſtars chat alone N cheir Ae 
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But, ſir, ſaid Camilla, F beg you will 
tell me how a ſcience that is able to teach 
us the happy moments for undertaking, 
and the neceſſary ones for declining, any 
buſineſs, could be dangerous to commu- 
nities. Nothing but the vulgar opinion 
of its being diabolical could deter me 
from approving it; but according to your 
very extraordinary repreſentation, the pla- 
nets are the actual characters of the Deity, 


which he in mercy permits his creatures 
| to read for their preſervation. 1 


5 Tour conception on this See ma- 
0 damm is univerſally juſt and happy. The 
cauſe of morality would, indeed, be ex- 
tenſively promoted by the proper com- 
prehenſion of this moſt liberal of ſciences. 
No murmurings or repinings would then be 
heard; ſuperſtition, preſumption and folly 
would be equally at an end, becauſe we 
ſhould then diſcover ourſelves to be free 
| agents, and che abſolute carbers of our 
5 own — 2 


0 F 
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| How free agen? cried: ſhe, Why, 
madam, I have dy obſerved to, you,. 
that you yourſelf are. born under a planet. 
that promiſes length of days; but. that you. 
muſt not therefore. imagine- that natural 
operations are to be impeded. Was you 
to plunge into a river where no aſſiſtance 
was at hand, you would inevitably. be 
drowned; or ſhould you, ſwallow. a doſe 
of poiſon, would it fail to work its. effect 
upon your conſtitution ? Nay more, though 
by birth proſperity awaits you, it depends 
? entirely upon your own conduct whether 
it hall be poſſeſſed by you or not. To 
be profuſe or provident, idle or induſtri- 
ous, honeſt or diſhoneſt; parricides, ſui- 
<ides,” and the long liſt: of human vices 
and virtues, are Joſt as we think proper to 
make our election, and can at 1527 dimes 
; _ what the ſtars foretell. bai 


"at this rate, ſaid Camilla. . 1 
Indeed, the peculiar gift of Heaven, 10 
the wo — 9 of mankind, 


1 : 
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2s it is by reaſon. alone that we are en- 
abled to ſeparate error from falſehood, or 
try cauſes by their conſequences. It ſhould. 
ſeem then by all you have ſaid, ſir, added 
ſhe, ſmiling, that I am not compelled to 
_ beſtow myſelf. upon the admirer you have 
told me of, "anc I ſhall pervert my 
f by my refuſal of him. 5 


If mallam, you have a deſire to SR 
my art to the teſt, permit me to 4 N 


25 nativity regularly. 0 


Fn 


„16 not che what oe have been now 
cving? returned The.” e 


Surely no: 1 have only touched the 
out- lines; but what I would | propoſe | is to 
draw events to their ſtated riods, both 
with reſpect to the paſt an future, and 
leave you to judge by the verity of the 
one, my faithful calculation of the other. 
The expence. ſhall. be trifling, though we 
have. frequently from one to five guineas 
52 if as, will favour me : another: 


16 ; "iy 


7 Z 
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viſit, and have the courage to-look in that: 
little glaſs (directing her eyes to a private 
Corner of the room) I will ſnew you the 
face of that man the pears have Ne 
bor your huſband. - : 


4 perceived I had FO her; in S 
therefore to call her mind back to calmer 
ideas, I took up a point which in the 
- courſe of our cunyer{ation I — 8 un. 
diſcuſſed. 35 5 H A 


' 


Tou aſked me, 1 faid I, how 
duch a ſcience-2s I defined aſtrology to be, 
could prove an inconvenience to ſociety. 
1 will, if you pleaſe, inform you. Few 

. Individuals have the ſtrength of mind vou 
ſeem to poſſeſs, and are therefore very 
unfit to be truſted with a knowledge o of 
their future fortunes; for though it is in 
our power to fly in che face of our Creator, 
and. deſtroy ourſelves a multitude of -dif- 
ferent ways, neither prayers, tears, nor 
any thing leſs than a divine miracle can 
IF ng. dur 8 their allotted 

| * 
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period. Was then each member of the 
community aſcertained as to the hour of 
their deceaſe, not an occupation would be 
- proſecuted with the aſſiduity or the ardor 
as at preſent. Thoſe whoſe lives were 
particularly limited, would ſit down in 
painful expectation of their diſſolution, 
and thoſe whoſe lives were extended to a 
diſtant date, would be tempted to indulge 
| themſelves in baneful exceſſes. The man 
that was aſſured he ſhould fall in battle, 
would have little inclination to take up 
arms in our defence; the ſailor who knew - 


he ſhould periſh at 1 would not be o? er 


_ eager to embark, however eſſential to our 
commercial intereſts ; and the labourer in 
every branch, would not be over forward 
to perform the duties he owed ſociety, if 

he believed that to aſcend the ſcaffold or 
work at the machine, was to place him- 
ſelf in the ſituation that muſt terminate 


his exiſtence. Thus, in order to avoid 1 


what was inevitable, we ſhould renounce - 


* 
the : 
C 7 
— 
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= e e of our creation, and from I 
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the deſire of flying from death, | ruſh 
into a thouſand extravagancies. Beſides, 
continued I, finding her attention was 
much more attracted by the glaſs than 
my declamation, the proſperous man, 
from conceiving there would be no end 
to his proſperity, would puſh - his ſuc- 
ceſſes to his o¼n undoing, and the ſons 
and daughters of adverſity ſit down in 
 - deſpair, and never obtain the bleſſings 

Within their reach, . pag * 1 

| 3 aſpire too high. 


1 ſeern,. ſir; ſaid Camilla, to be e 

| _ puzzling. the point you have ſo long la- 
boured'to clear. If the diſpenſations of 
6 Providence are inevitable, what becomes 
of our free agency? if it is pre-ordained 
that ve are to be unfortu nate, What avails 
our honeſt induſtry? or how ſhall we con⸗ 
tinue to reverence the divine . 


When the author of our exiſtence has a 


| Je up the victuns % deſtruction? . 


— 


* 
- 4 © 1 - 
* % , #24 . v B . 7 ; . Me - 5 * * 3 
. f 5 » * 0 C « - 8. * : 
4 © 8. Gi 7.8 Ir# * 4 1 2 8 F 7 . AE J 7 
* ON '; N . 
- . 1 * 
4 E by. — n d F W 
% . 1 — «, ; 
F 14 7 * o = 
bs „ 1. 
77 : q 
a V2 p = . 


FORTUNE-TELLER; | 18g, 
(I wilk ſoon, madam; convince you, that 
as miſapprehenſion has alone incited you 
tcoiſtart this difficulty, ſo miſapprehenſion 
is alone the ſource of the general errors 
of mankind e fon inſtead of ee 
events: by a natural ſtandard, they m 
ſure them from their own. ere 
comprehenſion; and becauſe they are un- 
able to trace operations, complain that. 
© | the ways of Heaven are dark and intri-. 
date. The fact, however, is chis; as che 
intellectual: endowments are nearly; the. 
ſame in all individuals, ſo ate the chances | 
- - that happen to their fortunes. © But: as 48 
is not a very common thing for us to be- 
hold a king reduced to the ſtate of à beg- 
gar, ſo we ſeldom behold a beggar exalted - 
to the) ſtate, of a king, though we can 
produce ſome een Ho GE: the ons. 2 
de eee F En THER: 1 Av: in 0 


— 


2 
\ 


I cannot a 75 Lag Cane tht 1 
ke the uſe of this obſervation.” 
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Then, madam, only be ſo good as to 
recollect that our fortunate or unfortunate 
changes are not in the general propor- 
tioned to our hopes or wiſhes, but to our 
conditions; and that what would be pro- 
ſperity to the man of narrow circum- 
| ſtances, would be a contemptible acqui- 
ſition to the man of affluence.” But I beg i 
your pardon; you have friends waiting, 
and therefore would it not be beſt to 
defer the inveſtigation of this matter? if 
you will condeſcend to viſit me a ſecond 
time, En. be n r el | 
_— 1 13 


You Are ee pat? the; : and now, car 
* lia, it ought to be your turn. 1 


8 


A / Cottieba bluſhed at the conſciouſneſs of 
What I could fay if was as well acquaint- 
ed with her affairs as with her couſin's, 
and ſaid, Had you not better attend our 
friends whilſt-: L aſk, a few, queſtions ; 5 for 
it can never be right we ſhould both leave 
Mew. for ſo long a time? Camilla laid 
down 


, 2 , 
In þ m_ . - 
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don my fee on the deſk; and I "Ou 
Pane of 1 — her. £034 Pitten 


But I own Thad a conſolation. b 
ing mentioned the glaſs, and perceiving 
how greatly I had excited her curioſity, , 
J was trembling left ſhe ſhould aſk for a 
peep at her ſweet ſwain before he was pre- 
pared to preſent himſelf; I was therefore 
wandering every now and then, I felt, in 
my harangue, and really for once, after 
the firſt pang was over, conſidered her 
abſence as a relief, an abſolute deliverance 
from danger. eee een 155 


7 


| 1 here was no avoiding the uſual cere-. 
monies with Cordelia before I entered 
upon buſineſs. I reſolved, indeed, to make 
amends for my deception by giving her. 
ſome uſeful hints; for, as ſhe was a lovely; 
as. well as a moſt deſerving. creature, ; $ 

could not but lament her hopeleſs attach- 


ment, and the more Particularly as I was 
the OR. 
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"6 ſuppoſe, young lady, ſaid I, you 
would wiſn to be informed whether your 

affections are happily or unhappily placed, 
for that they have been fixed ſome time, 
is beyond meaſure obvious? She looked 
down, ſighed, and made no 8 858 to 
| interrupt me. _ 


bi The young fellow; I 5 you, is far 

from undeſerving, either with reſpect to his 
diſpoſition or principles; and, with reſpect 
to his conduct towards you, he is actually 
meritorious. I would: not wound you; 


but as you have thought proper to conſult 


me, I muſt not ſpeak you falſely, and the 
ſtars are no complimenters. You have 
on ſeveral occaſions: almoſt invited him, 
though your inferior, to addreſs you in 
the tendereft terms, even notwithſtanding | 
you” Was convinced in the fame inſtant, 
that his heart was another's; but he never 
availed himſelf of the indulgence; he 
told you honeſtly the ſtate of his heart, 
and pur a; 1275 different purſuits. Vet 
| ſevere 
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ſevere as what I now-ſay'toyou may ſeem; 
it is not- intended either to impeach-your 


1 delicacy or your generoſity. Theſe lapſes 


were involuntary ones; and on recollec- 
tion you would rather have died than 
departed from your own character, or 

an impediment i in the TAY: of Four friend's 


happineſs. 


Whether what you oily me is . 
or in conſequence of the knowledge you 
profeſs, ſaid ſhe, I am unable to deter- 
mine, but I will not diſſemble: it comes 

ſo very near the predicaments L have ex- 
perienced, that inſtead of denying; I will 

aſle you a few queſtions. The perſon I 
approve has then no attachment to me? 
Oh! miſtake him not, ſaid IL. (a little too 
pathetically, for pity had greatly: unhingec 
the conjuror; but luckily ſhe herſelf was 
too much diſcompoſed to obſerve his emo- 
tions) do not miſtake him, he bears you 
the moſt tender attachment; but had he 
never ſeen your couſin's face, yo wauld 
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not have been the object of his choice. 


She bluſhed and was viſibly hurt. And, 
pray, ſir, what are his objections? | 


The ſoftnels, - the ſeriouſneſs of your 
diſpoſition. What would be charms to 
half the men in the kingdom, are inſu- 
perable impediments to his election of you 
for a wife, though in every other point of 


L view, you ſtand the faireſt in his eſti- 


madam, do not be your own enemy: in- 


ſtead of pining in thought, and making 


a calamity of what is merely an accident, 
prepare your mind to receive, to attend 


the call of happineſs. Before ſix months 


are at an end, a young gentleman of 


merit, fortunè and family, will be caſt in 
your way; he will love you with ardor; 


-he will love you with ſincerity and, un- 


less it is your on fault, you will ftill be 
a happy woman. Have I not excited 
vour curioſity? She ſhook her head. 
e ou wifſi to make a fingle enquiry 5 
mw She 
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She replied in the negative. Well, ma- 


dam, ſaid I, I can only add, that I ſhall 


be glad at ſome future period to find you 


leſs inſenſible, and wi | wich pleaſure in- 


form you of whatever you may deſire to - 
know; and, believe me, you will confeſs. 
the Fortune · teller the belt friend you ever 4 


met with. 


*. 14 


At this moment I has no aches; "Yes "SIN 5 


of caſting about in the circle of her ac- 


quaintance for the young, fellow moſt 


_ * worthy of her, and contriving to exerciſe 


. art in her favour; but on her retiring, 


a gentleman who was of the party, the 


| fon of the moſt eminent houſe with which 


Mr. Berkley was connected, entering, it 


occurred to me to lay the een ory | 


a match between chem: 12529! 


1 recollected that he went to FE. rance 
and was to ſtay there ſome time, and I 
thought it was not improbable that this 
might be their firſt interview ſince his re- 


— 


turn; I therefore ventured: to tell him, 
24 IS | that 


2% y 3 4 
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that he was in ſingular. danger that very 
day of loſing his heart, if we could pro- 


perly call that danger which n to 
cue our future feli icity. f 


r was exceedingly inquiſitive. | Why; 
fir, faid I, I would gladly fatisfy you, 
but it is impoſſible, unleſs you will give 
me time to caſt your nativity (a happy 
reſdurce when we found ourſelves ſome- 
hat nonpluſſed,) as there are many 
Points which, though highly important in 
Future, would. at preſent appear merely 

che common incidents of life. But I think 
A may affirm, that a lady, whom you knew 

well in her infancy, has this day fo much 
_ Lurpriſed you by her various accompliſh- 
ments, that you have already reſolved to 
leave no means untried to eſtabliſſ a tender 
intimacy between vou. 


Hah! ſaid: he, as if agneca ably 8 
and do the ſtars know this? I believe 
then IJ ought to credit their report in 
other” A and yet, old friend, this 


bs * is 
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is but a weak teſtimony. of your. kill; 
what farther can you ſay or do e e | 
me of your . 


Will ſhewing you the lady's face in chat 
| glaſs ſatisfy vou? faid I. 


When! where! cried be ela; : 
Whenever you are pleaſed to favour me 
with another viſit; for at Preſent you ſee 
I am too much engaged to give extra-at- 
tendance. I won't fail to be with you, 
aid he, for I ſhall long to put your kill. 
to the teſt; it is the very thing I Ce 
have wiſhed. So ſaying, he flipped a fee 
into my hand, and joined the company. 


. morning was now ſo far advanced, 
that in order to ſupport my conſequence, 
I declined ſeeing any more-company ; and 
the ladies and gentleman, for I found che 
young fellow who ſucceeded me at Mr. 
Berkley's was of the party, took their 

; leave, with a fixed reſolution of renew- 
5 ing S their Ye os on be npmen nt 


: The Ki *; 
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The moment the coaſt was clear, I 
"threw off my diſguiſe, and flying to my 


mother, related the wonderful adventures 
I had been engaged i in. | 


My ſon, ſaid ſhe, I cormayd you, as 
vou value my peace or affection, not to 
make an ill uſe of the power our neceſſi- 
ties and the folly of human nature has 
put into your hands. I ſtill adhere to my 

| firſt opinion, that it is ſo far from being 
criminal to tax the public abſurdities, nay, 
that as we manage it, it is laudable, be- 
cauſe we always have an eye to the real 
welfare of the individual, and contrive to 
ee them even from themſelves. : 


Thus che deceptions we have practiſed 
are ſanctified. But let us ſtop in due 
time; for though it may not be alto- 
gether unfair to give Miſs Berkley favour- 
able impreſſions in your preſent character, 
. you muſt not think of marrying her with- 
out letting her into the whole ſecret of 


Jour proceedings. | I will not hear a word, 
ſaid 
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aid ſhe, perceiving I was about to ſpeak, 


of your doubts or your apprehenſions. | 
The woman that could not pardon, nay, | 


have the good ſenſe to laugh at your ad- 


_ dreſs and ingenuity, is not the woman to 


whom you ought to wiſh yourſelf united ; 


and if you can believe it dangerous to in- 
form her whilſt ſhe is at her own determi- 
nation, would you be mad enough to ex- 
poſe yourſelf to her contempt, when you - 
had tricked her into a marriage? .Happi- 
| neſs, however we may deceive ourſelves, . 
to be permanent, muſt have probity for its 
baſis; and thoſe who build on any other _ 
foundation, are almoſt infallibly buried in 


the ruins they have made. 


1 confeſſed myſelf convinced; we pr 


miſed. to be N 7 her e 
wiſdom, - 


ES | 
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CHAP. XV. 


an * mancuvre. An nrerefting 
* diſcovery, and what perhaps may be more 
particularly pleaſing to the reader, the 
ar 3 on of #be firft volume. e 


UCH an impreſſion had my eee 
intimacy with the ſtars made on my | 
young friends, that the very next morning 
brought them again to my apartment. 1 
happened luckily to be at breakfaſt; and 
on being informed that they were the ladies 
who had favoured me with a viſit the day 
AS I begged my maſter to officiate | 
for me, and I would prepare the kind of 


; _ perſon: I found was expected to be ſhewn 

them; for my reſpe& for Camilla would 

not ſuffer me to communicate my real 
; motives. Cha 


The cloſer, in which the rie of 


Fe were revealed, I have already men- 
tioned was pared from an 1 one 
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OY a flight partition only. In a corner of 
this wainſcot, almoſt at the top, was fixed 
a long quarry of crown g "aſs in a little 
kind of frame that gave it the neceſſary 
projection. The perſon, whoſe mind was 
1 al prepared for this ſupernatural ex- 4 
ibition, was placed by us with their back | 
to the light, in ſuch a poſition as obliged 9} 
them to look up, when ſome. of our peo- | 
ple by a private door walking into the 
| back cloſet, popped up their heads one or 
two ſeveral times, as was judged moſt con- 
venient; and as our cuſtomers, when un- 
der this predicament; ſeldom failed to have- | 
all their ſuperſtitious. terrors abour- tam, 
it was no difficult matter to impoſe on theis 1 
ſenſes by the remoteſt likeneſs in nature of © | 


the favourite e er W in cheir 
” hearts. 1 


But it was 115 reguiiite ite to alt this -- = 

point with dexterity, that much caution  « | 

had been obſerved in the diſpoſition of tue 
| eſſentials. A ſudden turn of the heat _ 


K 2 7 might. 


1 
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ke "Ka ruined all. To —__ igt 
fo formidable a diſaſter a ſhelf was run 
acroſs the fide. wall, ſo that the head by 
being placed under it, was in ſuch a de- 
gree confined as to give us notice of any 
attempt towards our detection. Nor was 
this all; for we took particular pains when 


we had a ſtranger to deal with, to draw 


the moſt particular intelligence out of them 
reſpecting their beloved, before we riſqued 
our exhibition, and — we found our- 
ſelyes wholly at a loſs, neyer produced a 
face at all; and thus we accounted for the 
een, | 


Our cuſtomers were told that the appear- | 
ance did not depend upon our power, bur 
"the ſtrength of their ſight; that ſome- 
times only the top of the head could be 
ſeen; ſometimes: it paſſed over the glaſs 


with the back to the ſpectator; ſometimes 


had a hat on; ſometimes preſented itſelf 
(if known to the party) dreſſed as at the 
firſt interview ʒ ſometimes | in the common 

| | dreſs; 
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dreſs; but that if unknown, it generally 
appeared in the clothes that the lady would 
recollect on firſt beholding i it; but that if 
the enquiring perſon was to die within tjze 
year, a coffin only would appear; or if = 
the perſon was to die unmarried, nothir 
at all would be perceived; and thus did 
we put all poſſibility of detection at defi- 
ance. We had moreover a wardrobe for 
the purpoſe, conſiſting of a variety of male 

and female habiliments; and never did a 

harlequin undergo more a e den 


chan my maſter's truſty dependents. 


The ceremony I have deſcribed would 
have been truly laughable, but for the ſo- 
lemn. invocation to the Deity, contained 1n 
the Latin books uſed by my maſter; but 
as I perſiſted in my abſolute refuſal of prag. 
tiſing what appeared to me the moſt dread- * 
ful blaſphemy, notwithſtanding the artful © 
defence my maſter was capable of making, 
I was indulged with an old Alcoran, | 
| which VERS to be Arabic, ſecured 1 
_ 


f 


+ * N 
* Pola) wo. <ouor ee % 5 


l þ VP , 
. «48 7 $4. ates. * 8 C ge C6 * n 
* N 1 KL r rr ” . > 2 
r OE RO IE LEP "Co IR - et Be es 


& 


.. ONT 


me Rem being ſuſpected n tes tearing 
than my maſter. Es 


There were however many perſons, who. 
after we had talked: them into a tolerable 
opinion of our ſkill, would, from tender- 
neſs for the beloved object, ſtart objections; 
they would not for the univerſe put them 
to torture, or gratify their curiohty at ſo. 
ne e ee ee 


This was the caſe with Camilla 55 ſhe 
was told in like manner with the reſt of 
our cuſtomers; that every perſon had two 
ſpirits, a good and a bad one; that the bad 
one was their life, the good one their ſoul; 
and that on ſuch octafions the good one 
| as borrowed for a few moments ; but that 
the only inconvenience fuſtainell by the 
perſon, was, a little drowfirieſs, if fitting, | 
or a flight ſhock, © ſtanding,” or one of 
hate chill fits, when we ſay ſome one is 
walking over our graves, but was at worſt 
forrifling, that F aſleep it would not wake 
the'perſon. R | 
| Sariafied 
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. Satiakied ſo extenſively on this important 
| lb it ſeldom happened but every ſub- 
ſequent article was ſatisfactory to our cuſs 
tomers; but Camilla by an arch ſmile 8 „ 
plainly intimated that ſne looked upon the 9 
whole as apocryphal, and with greater viva- : 
city than I could have W placed 
herſelf as directed. 


Dufing this little 3 I had. hw +357 
equipping myſelf : | luckily I had by me e 
one of the ſuits I wore on Sundays when alt 
NM. Berkley S ; nay, a ſuit my Camilla had 
more than once condeſcended to mention 
with approbation. It is impoſſible to de- 
ſeribe the agitations I was thrown into, 
when my Malter aſcending the chair which „ 
ſtood oppoſite the glaſs, lifted his head 
above the ſhelf already deſcribed, Which, 
though i it ſeemed only a reſting-place for his 
book, enabled him, unperceived, to give 
the neceſſary ſignal. My maſter was louder - 

and longer in his invocation (at leaſt I 
thought — chan 1 had ever * him; — 
but 


-$ 
7 


: but at length I ſaw the moment, and pre- 
ſenting myſelf, Camilla . a * and 


I remained in the houſe, I immediately ran 


pened. She, as well as myſelf, diſapproved 


tal affair, it was impoſſible to omit it with- 


ve were exceedingly alarmed for the conſe- : 


rug rant 


frinted away. 
As I could not truſt my own fortitude if | 


to my mother s, and told her what had hap- 


the cireumſtance of the glaſs; but as other 
gentlemen in our profeſſion made it a_cipi- 


out a total loſs of our beſt cuſtoniers, and 


„ the trick put on Miss Berkley. 


0 amilla however, on recovering, beg- 7 
ed her fair friend to accompany her home. 
I am ſhocked, ſaid ſhe, to think how far 
T have dared. to pry into futurity, and 
ſhall tremble leſt ſome puniſhment ſhould | 


await my. pe and preſumption. 


